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Amberley Society Archive

• A truly important resource

• Much material is unique

• What isn’t unique can be 

difficult to find elsewhere



What’s it all about?

The people of Amberley

- Who they were

- How they lived

- What they did

- Work & play



• Where the people lived

- Amberley houses

- other property

• Community concerns

- campaigns

What’s it all about?



What kind of stuff is in there?

• physical material

• digital material
- digitised versions of physical material

- original material



What’s in there?

cuttings surveys interviews  

letters  audio  documents 

maps  articles  photographs 

film  plans  video  reports



Digital material

• Much of the physical material is 

already being digitised

• We want to digitise as much as 

possible

• Digital material can be accessed 

from anywhere

-  in principle

-  via the Web



Accessing archive material

• Need to know what’s there

-  catalogue

• Need to be able to search

-  the catalogue

-  digitised material

• Make the catalogue and digital 

content accessible via the Amberley 

Society website



Amberley Society Archive

catalogue

• catalogue ref.

• title

• description

- who? what? where? when?

- searchable

• digital link (if digitised)



Enter the rabbit warren





The North Alabama Development Company
Directors included:

 Alfred Parrish
  President, Birmingham, Sheffield, and Tennessee River Railway Co.











Property purchased

by Alfred Parrish,

1910



Rates demand 1945 for 

-  Amberley House

-  Oak Tree Cottage

-  Gastons



Rates demand 1945 for 

-  Holly Tree Cottage

-  Tutor’s Room



Huntington-Caspari correspondence, 1950-52

Re allotments at Lindalls:
Villagers’ shortcut through Gastons not appreciated



1847



1910



‘Love Lane’, 

path along back 

of Gastons



Letter to Constant Huntington 

from Mrs Caspari, Sep 1950

- She had told allotment 

holders not to use the path 

through Gastons.



Letter from Constant Huntington 

to Mrs Caspari, Aug 1952

- Footpath access denied to the 

Casparis



Holly Tree Cottage shop, pre-1910



Holly Tree Cottage Shop, post-1911
(D. Dinnage)



Dinnage one of many Amberley retailers
- 2 butchers (Dalmon, South Down House; Lee, 

Holly Tree Cottage)

- 2 bakers (Cooter, Old Bakery; Allen, Old 

Bakehouse)

- post office (Ruff)

- general store (now Martin’s; multiple owners)

- shoe shop (Bacon’s)

- 2nd-hand shop ‘junk’ plus sweets & groceries (Min 

Goldsmith,The Shingle)

- blacksmith

- sweet shop (Granny Greenfield, School Road)

- cobbler (School Road)



The Old Bakery – Cooter’s



Amberley Post Office (Ruff)

 General stores (Greenfield)



Amberley Post Office

General stores (Spiller)



Amberley general stores (Agate)



Amberley general stores 

(Dinnage / Min Goldsmith)



The Shingle (Min Goldsmith)



Dalmon’s, butchers



David Dinnage, snr, 1931



David Dinnage, snr, Amberley Revels 1932

with May Queen (Barbara Lee)



Amberley Revels,1931



Amberley Revels,1931





Oddfellows’ Gala Day

•  Held from 1868 to 1915[?]

•  Amberley Castle grounds

•  Pre-cursor of Amberley Revels?



Oddfellows’ Gala Day 1890

• ended in a general riot

• a dozen couples fighting at once

• Alfred & Richard Ruff fined



Oddfellows’ Gala Day 1890
-   ended in a general riot

-   a dozen couples fighting at once

-   Alfred & Richard Ruff fined

Richard Ruff also charged with assaulting PC 

Legg after leaving the Thatched House, drunk. 

The PC had been an “eyesore” to him since 

he had been at Amberley.  A cart had to be 

hired to take Ruff to Arundel police station.



Oddfellows formal dinners

late 19th C

• Ended with 9-11 toasts

• Catering by Mr Herrington



Amberley Drinking Establishments

• Village: Black Horse, Sportsman,

Thatched House (Herrington) 

Golden Fleece (Vine House)

• Houghton Bridge: Cricketers, Bridge Inn

• Houghton: George & Dragon

• Rackham: Fighting Cocks



Thatched House



Thatched House 

Walter & Gladys 

Herrington



George & Dragon, Houghton

Headless 

coachman 

path to left



Fighting Cocks closed 

because Parham workers 

went there, got drunk, and 

didn’t go back to work.



Amberley Football Team at 

The Cricketers, 1935



The Square



Note by Jim Hepburn re The Square photo

‘...girl is a Halihan ...car belonged to Tom Craig



Tom Craig with his Singer Tourer



Farm workers cottages

Amberley House (3)     Brook Green (3)     

Kennards (2)                Oak Tree House (3) 

Old Place (4) 

“A farmer let them get into disrepair and the 

tenant people were pushed up into the 

Council houses at Crossgates and people 

came down from London and turned three 

into one...”



Farms in Amberley
• East Street Farm (Ruff)

• White House / Kennards (Ruff)

• Claydon’s, Hog Lane

• Drewitt’s Farm (Lee)

• Mills, The Alley

• Holly Tree House (Robinson/Humphrey)

• North Road Farm (Duke)

• Thatched House (Herrington)

• Stream Farm (Stream House; Ruff)

plus Castle Farm & Downs Farm



White House farmyard



Kennards yard



North Road Farmhouse



Claydon’s yard & Smith’s barn

Hog Lane



Mills farmyard, The Alley



East Street Farm



Amberley’s cow problem



The Vicar and the Oddfellows,1904



Letter from Revd Streatfeild 

closing the Mothers’ Guild, 1901

‘Members of the Mothers’ Guild 

must be “Members of the C. of E. 

of good moral Character”’ ...

‘The list of members when I came 

here was not a satisfactory one ... 

it cannot be made so.’



Letter from Revd Streatfeild 

closing the Mothers’ Guild, 1901

‘Members of the Mothers’ Guild 

must be “Members of the C. of E. 

of good moral Character”’ ...

‘The list of members when I came 

here was not a satisfactory one ... 

it cannot be made so.’

About 22 members of the 

Mothers’ Guild had spent 

a pleasant day at 

Worthing.



Archive issues

• Old Surgery not ideal

-  damp, cramped

-  unsuitable for public access

• Much material destined for 

West Sussex Record Office

• Need to digitise:

-  parish magazines

-  postcard collection



Can you help with digitisation?

• We can’t afford commercial services

• Becoming a charity allows Society to 

apply for grants

-  and to get Gift Aid on donations

• Volunteer help

-  need access to kit

-  practical understanding of digitisation 



Can you help with transcribing?

• Recorded interviews

-  20 files to be transcribed

-  c.20 hours recorded

• All have been converted automatically to text

-  but much editing needed

• No special equipment needed

-  audio files can be played back on a PC

-  ‘raw’ text in Word files



Can you add to the archive?

• Anything to do with Amberley

-  people, properties

-  events,businesses,clubs

-  documents, photographs, videos

• Deposition or loan (for digitisation)



Where have they gone?

• Bacon’s

-  over 50 deeds & documents

-  donated by Erica Barnard

• Gerald Butler photos

-  Where are they?
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