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H O U S E  &  G A R D E N S

• Historic Elizabethan Home
• Four-Acre Walled Garden
• The Greenhouse
• The Pleasure Grounds 
• Joanna’s Boutique Tearoom
• Garden and Gift Shop

Parham House & Gardens
Pulborough, West Sussex
RH20 4HR      01903 742021
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Sussex Day 
Sunday 14th June | 12pm - 5pm 
TRIPADVISOR & GOOGLE

Events 2026
ASA Exhibition - 22nd April - 10th May

Public House Tour - Fri 29th May

Sussex Day 2025 - 14th June

HSBA Exhibition - 17th June - 5th July

The Plant Fairs Roadshow - 5th July

Sussex Steam Rally - 11th / 12th July

Bargello Exhibition - 15th - 26th July

Jaguar Day - 2nd Aug

Textile Exhibition - 12th - 31st Aug

On Sun 14th June, we will celebrate the fine produce, crafts, art 
and artistry to be found across Sussex with over 30 stalls.
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Your village pub inn and countryside escape.
Stay, eat and unwind at The Black Horse pub with rooms. Eleven bedrooms, a seasonal
kitchen, and award-winning Nutbourne wines in the heart of Amberley, West Sussex.

www.blackhorse-pub.com
info@blackhorse-pub.com

01798 831183

 W I N E  D I N N E R  S U P P E R  C L U B  ·  E V E R Y   1  M O N D A Y  O F  T H E  M O N T Hs t

O N E  L O N G  T A B L E  T O  M E E T  L O C A L S  ·  7 - 9 P M  
Book at www.blackhorse-pub.com

F O O D   &   D R I N K

Seasonal Kitchen

Open for Breakfast, Lunch, and Dinner. 
Monday to Sunday
H I G H  S T R E E T  ·  A M B E R L E Y  ·  W E S T   S U S S E X   ·   B N 1 8  9 N L

S T A Y   T H E   N I G H T

Eleven Bedrooms
N E X T   D O O R

Nutbourne Vineyards
Local and wild ingredients cooked
with care. Fresh breakfast, pies at
the bar, Sunday roasts, and more.

Freestanding baths, Bamford soaps,
British wool blankets, and South
Downs walks on your doorstep.

Tours and tastings at our neighbouring
family-run vineyard are now open, or
try the wines at the pub.
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MAY SERVICES & BIBLE READINGS

SUNDAY, 3rd MAY		  EASTER 5			 
					      White Array

9.15am 	 Holy Communion	 Parham

11.00am 	 Holy Communion	 Amberley

6.00pm 	 Compline		  Wiggonholt

SUNDAY, 10th MAY		  EASTER 6 			 
					     White Array

9.00am 	 Holy Communion 	 Greatham

10.00am 	 Café Church 		  Amberley

SUNDAY, 17th MAY		  EASTER 7 			 
					     White Array

9.15am 	 Holy Communion	 Wiggonholt	
	

11.30am 	 Holy Communion	 Amberley

SUNDAY, 24th MAY		  PENTECOST 			 
					     Red Array

9.00am 	 Matins			   Greatham

11.00am 	 Holy Communion	 Amberley

SUNDAY, 31st MAY		  TRINITY SUNDAY 		
				    Gold / White Array

10:00am 	 United Benefice		 Parham

SUNDAY, 7th JUNE		  TRINITY 1 			 
				    Green Array

9.15am Holy Communion	 Parham

11.00am Holy Communion	 Amberley

6.00pm Compline		  Wiggonholt 

Interregnum arrangements 
If you need pastoral support and a listening ear, 
prayer or Communion at home, please don’t hesitate 
to call  Amberley churchwardens in the first instance 
on (07973) 163369; alternatively send an e-mail                                             	
to  amberleystmichael@gmail.com 

We seek help from visiting clergy to cover at least 
one Communion service each week.  Elaine Corbett, 	
our Lay Reader (pictured), is taking a number of oth-
er services. 

For baptisms, marriages and funer-
als at any of the four parishes with-
in the benefice, please contact the 
relevant churchwardens (details on 
page 40).

The best way to stay up to date is to ensure you are 
on the list for a weekly church e-mail with notices of 
services and events, readings and prayers for each 
Sunday. Please e-mail Michael on mpdavey@gmail.
com to ensure your name is on the list.

BIBLE READINGS
Sunday, 3rd May					   
Acts 7:55-end; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; John 14:1-14

Sunday, 10th May					   
Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:7-end; John 14:15-21

Sunday, 17th May					   
Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-end; John 17:1-11

Sunday, 24th May					   
Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:26-end; John 20:19-23

Sunday 31st May					   
Isaiah 40:12-17, 27-end; Psalm 8; Matthew 28:16-end

Sunday 7th June					   
Hosea 5:15-6.6; Psalm 50:7-15; Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26



Riverside
South Downs

       Two terraced gardens, restaurant, 		
	 bike & e-bike hire, boat hire, 		

 venue and lodge hire (April-October)

Now open 9am-5pm, seven days a week
01798 831 066

info@riversidesouthdowns.com
Houghton Bridge, Amberley, BN18 9LP

 

Southdowns Firewood
SEASONED HARDWOOD LOGS

  CUT TO SIZE

      Free local delivery 

TEL: 07793 500129
www.southdownsfirewood.co.uk

 FREE BAG 
OF KINDLING
 WITH EVERY 
 2m3 LOAD

 

    =SERVICING = REPAIRS = DIAGNOSTICS	
	 =MoT TESTING = TYRES =  BRAKES  	

=CLUTCHES = WELDING = COURTESY CAR  

 	 	
	 	

 E-mail: workshop@turnersgarage.org.uk

PHILIP JONES
Registered Heating Engineer 

& Plumber

Heating Installations

Powerflushing Specialist

Bathrooms and General Plumbing

Mob: 07778 303 592

Tel: 01903 872811

TURNERS GARAGE
BURY

01798 831417
Est. 1920

  PARTS	
STOCKIST



7

MAY 2026

Music, poetry and the Cross	
St Michael’s Church celebrated Good Friday with a medita-
tional service to commemorate the hour leading up to 3pm, 
the time of Christ’s death on the cross.

There was some beautiful music, including Allegri’s haunt-
ing Miserere, John Tavern-
er’s beautiful, choral setting 
of William Blake’s poem 
The Lamb and Samuel Bar-
ber’s spiritual Agnus Dei.  
The highlight was a reading 
of the Dream of the Rood – 
an 8th century poem which 
tells the Crucifixion story 
from the point of view of the 
tree that became the Cross:  
‘Lifted up I a great king … 
I was with blood bedewed’. 

At North Stoke, this was the 
fifteenth consecutive year 
of Good Friday poetry read-

ings (on Zoom during lockdown).  The body of poetry has 
grown over the years and readers take what falls to them as 
the cycle comes round. 

There were nine readers this year, with those who preferred 
to listen. Readings were from RS Thomas, WH Auden, TS 
Eliot, early and mediaeval poems: Orthodox, Celtic and 
Western, Stevie Smith, Emily Dickinson, a plantation spir-
itual, the Metaphysical poets – all on the subject of the Cru-
cifixion – and The Dream of the Rood, which is read each 
year.  Once the readings were over everyone left quietly.  A 
special annual occasion.

Good Friday Buns & Easter fun 
Buns in the Square – or rather, Buns in the Hall this year, 
due to the downpour – was a great success, with villagers 
braving Storm Dave to tuck into the traditional Good Friday 
treat.   According to folklore, buns baked on Good Friday are 
imbued with various magical properties – they are thought 
to bring good luck, to never go mouldy and can be used to 
treat a range of medical complaints – no doubt why all the 
bun eaters looked in such rude health!   

The children were kept busy by getting their best colour-
ing pencils to work creating an egg-ravaganza of beautiful 
bookmarks – pictured above are Archie and Isla Crumley 
showing their Easter masterpieces.

CHURCH NEWS

Churchwarden Mel Edge

A cracking Easter egg hunt	
The Hallraisers held 
an Easter Egg hunt 
on a fresh but sunny 
Easter Sunday – with 
100 tokens hidden 
around the Millenni-
um Green that could 
be exchanged for 
Easter eggs. The 
excitement built as 

swarms of little legs raced around, scanning every woodpile 
and peeking behind the trees in the hope of finding the most 
tokens.  

It was lovely to see so many families coming together, creat-
ing a sense of celebration and shared happiness.

Regular worshippers were upgraded to First Class
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CHURCH NEWS

Saying of the month...				 
“I expect to pass through this world but once. Any 
good therefore, that I can do or any kindness that I 
can show my fellow creatures, let me not defer nor 
neglect it, for I shall not pass this way again”.

Bags of annoyance?  	
The saga coninues...	
Last June I wrote an article explain-
ing why there were unsightly bulk 
bags by the north churchyard wall. 
It will not have escaped your notice 
that they are still there.
We are, though, making progress. 
I explained last time that there was 
a process we had to follow so I am 
repeating this below, with some up-
dates.

We have to:

1. Consult the church architect: this has been done;

2. Commission a structural engineers’ report: also done and 
report received;

3. Put bulk bags in place as requested by the structural en-
gineers for safety reasons and to prevent further damage to 
the wall by frost or from other causes (eg parking too close 
to the damaged footings): obviously done;

4. Seek initial permission from the Diocese (interim Faculty) 
for some preliminary investigations (trial holes) requested 
by the structural engineers: done;

5. Seek tenders for the preliminary investigations: done, as 
have been the investigations themselves;

6. Appoint an archaeologist to keep a watching brief during 
any work requiring excavation in the churchyard: he hasn’t 
been needed so far but will have to be on site when the 
repairs themselves are carried out;

7. Depending on the outcome of the preliminary investiga-
tions, obtain a detailed specification for the works: I finally 
received this in draft on April 15. There have been extended 
discussions between the architect and the structural engi-
neers because of uncertainty about the best way to tackle 
the repairs without risking further collapses; 

8. Seek tenders for the full works: not done yet as we have 
only just received the specification;

9. Ensure we have sufficient funds to cover the costs of the 
works: we almost certainly don’t;

10. Seek confirmatory Faculty from the Diocese for the full 
works: now that we have the specification we are hoping 
this case will be added to the agenda for the May meeting 
of the Diocesan Advisory Committee, which oversees work 

on churches. If they recommend 
that Faculty should be granted, the 
case will go to the Chancellor for a 
final decision. Strictly speaking, the 
paperwork should include tenders 
and evidence of funds available 
but as it has taken so long to get 
to this stage we are hoping that the 
DAC will recommend that Faculty 
is granted subject to these being 
acceptable.

I hope you will forgive this detailed 
and rather technical report on what 
is happening. I wanted to give ev-

eryone as full an explanation as possible. If anything is un-
clear do please contact me. 

We are very sorry that there has been no visible progress 
in the last nine months. I know it is really frustrating for the 
church’s neighbours and for everyone who walks down past 
the church to the pond and wildbrooks. I am frustrated my-
self at the time and energy this is taking up, which I’d much 
rather spend on other things. 

We have already spent several thousand pounds to get to 
this stage. Until we get estimates we do not know if we have 
sufficient reserves to tackle the full works, but we almost cer-
tainly don’t.  It may be that some fundraising is required. We 
will look for grants, but though there are various grant-giving 
bodies which will help with repairs to church buildings, it is 
much harder to find grants for churchyard walls. 

The Church of England central organisation does not pro-
vide financial support to parishes for repairs or maintenance 
so we have to raise whatever funds are needed locally.

Whatever the estimated costs, we will have to tackle the 
work in stages as funds are available. 	               Mel Edge 
Churchwarden						   
amberleystmichael@gmail.com

= This update was requested in last month’s readership 
survey (see page 20 for a summary of the results). No soon-
er said than done!  We have also asked Amberley Castle 
for a similar update on the long-running repairs to the walls 
overlooking the Wildbrooks. This we hope (perhaps opti-
mistically) to publish next month.,



01798 831 171

Opening hours: 7.30am-5pm weekdays 
and 8.30am-4pm Saturday/Sunday

          Order online: www.amberleyshop.uk 	
		  E-mail: info@avsshop.co.uk		
	 Website www.amberleystores.co.uk

 Family or friends looking for quality self-catering 	
 accommodation in Amberley?

New conversion of an old farm building, offering stylish 
and comfortable self-contained studio accommodation 
for two. Located in an enviable position in the heart of 
the village, with unrivalled views. Modern utilities and 

furnishings, whilst retaining rural charm. 
Weekly lets, long weekends, short and last-minute breaks.

Contact: Sandie and Geoff Conlon on 
(01798) 839 320

www.selfcateringarundel.co.uk

The Roost
at Stream Barn,
The Square, 
Amberley, BN18 9SR

 R.J. ELLIOTT & SON

Complete 
Decorating 

and
Maintenance

Service

Tel: 01903 732363
Mob: 07532 231345

Established over 40 years

Rydon 
Landscapes

Garden Design and Construction

1 Dora Cottage, Greatham

Pulborough

Tel: (01798) 872359
Mobile: 07711 663862

M.D. Woodger
Domestic Boiler Maintenance

Service/Repair/Commissioning 

of oil-fired boilers and Aga cookers

Registered OFTEC technician

Telephone

01730 894211 07795 831589 (mobile)

Amberley Village Stores is now an 
official stockist of  COOK – the 

award-winning, hand-prepared meals 

Also just in: our first Nutbourne 
strawberries of  the season and       

local asparagus from Slade Farm,        
Midhurst  



Call Karen on 01903 741251
Mob:07974510292

www. dressingyourrooms.co.uk

Personal and bespoke design service 
in the comfort of your own home

Handmade curtains, blinds, cushions, 
bedspreads etc

Wide range of fabrics, trimmings,
poles tracks 

Full installation service available

Free initial consultation

BESPOKE WINDOW TREATMENTS & SOFT FURNISHINGS

AMBERLEY ENERGY 
SYNDICATE

Syndicate members can claim their FREE oil voucher, 
worth £75, which can be deducted from their next 

boiler service or emergency call-out.

Vouchers are available from:

Chris Hough on 07803 766841 or e-mail chris@
michaelmas.org.uk

 For enquiries about prices, contact:

Dave Cole on 07949 512171 or e-mail                  
amberleyenergysyndicate@gmail.com

Sunday 14 June
12 midday to 6pm

Filled baguettes,
Teas, Plant Stall

Designer Quilt Raffle

£10 per adult
£8.50 bought in advance 
Under 16s FOC

Amberley
Open 
Gardens

Tickets are available online amberleyvillage.co.uk/ogticket
by scanning the QR code, or on the day

Proceeds to UK children’s charity 
Action Medical Research
Donation to Amberley Village School

For further information please visit
amberleyvillage.co.uk/aog

No dogs in the gardens
Guide dogs only
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PEOPLE & EVENTS

Welcome...   					  
To Kenny Brown and Linda Pickett who are the new  
owners of 3 Hurst Cottages, Amberley. And to Diane             
Lumsdane, who has moved into 4 Hurst Cottages. We wish 
them all every happiness in their new homes.

Congratulations...

To Ella van der Klugt, pictured with her father, Humphrey, 
outside Amberley House prior to her marriage to Tom   
Hodgson on April 11 in Lewes.

Cathedral’s art and textile tours 
A new programme of monthly Art and Textile Tours has 
been launched at Chichester Cathedral, offering visitors the 
opportunity to experience one of the country’s most remark-
able collections of modern religious art and textile heritage 
in an engaging and dynamic way.

The newly curated tours form part of Glowing+Alive – a 
series of events to mark the 60th anniversary of artist and 
printmaker, John Piper’s High Altar tapestry. 

The programme features a temporary exhibition exploring 
the story and legacy of Piper’s tapestry – a bold and, at the 
time, controversial commission that brought vivid colour and 
modern abstraction into the heart of the cathedral.

Led by expert guides, the 45-minute art tours delve into the 
cathedral’s pioneering role as a centre for artistic innova-
tion. To find out more or to book, visit: chichestercathedral.
org.uk

Local finalists in awards		
Two popular local businesses are celebrating national rec-
ognition after being shortlisted in the 2026 Muddy Stilettos 
Awards, which champion the UK’s best independent life-
style venues.

The Bridge Inn at Houghton Bridge has been named a        
finalist in the 10 Best Loved Pubs category, while Amberley 
Village Tea Room is through to the finals for 10 Best After-
noon Tea provider.

Public voting runs until May 26, with the overall winners set 
to be announced in mid-June.

To support these local favourites, cast your vote at www.
muddystilettos.co.uk. There is also a link on the Bridge Inn’s 
website: www. bridgeinnamberley.com

The new High Sheriffs of West and East Sussex began 
their year in office at a formal joint Declaration Ceremony 
at Lewes Crown Court on Friday, March 27 – continuing 
a tradition which stretches back more than 1,000 years.

Former Amberley resident Gary Shipton (centre right), 
from Tangmere, West Sussex, and Michael Bedingfield, 
who lives in East Sussex, have now been appointed by 
the King to uphold and support the Judiciary, the Police 
and other Emergency Services in their respective coun-
ties. They will also be supporting and promoting local 
voluntary organisations.

Gary, a journalist and editor for 45 years, holds the post 
for a year and succeeds Dr Timothy Fooks. 



12

MAY 2026

The new Black Horse 	
– a great neighbour		
Amberley villagers were delighted when the 
Gladwin family, who have recently taken on 
the Black Horse, threw open their doors to 
the community and invited us to a grand un-
veiling, ahead of the official opening at the 
end of March.

The refurbishment took eight weeks – and 
the results are impressive.  The snug now 
glows with rich red walls, the dining space 
has been re-arranged and brought to life by 
Bridget Gladwin’s striking artwork and the 
modern breakfast room now features a re-
cord player for a touch of nostalgia as well 
as a ‘farm-to-table’ style prosciutto carving 
station.  We were also invited to look around 
some of the bedrooms, which have been reimagined to 
balance rustic character with modern comforts, including 
compact, freestanding baths. Outside, the garden is now 
four outdoor ‘rooms’ with a BBQ promising relaxed, summer 
lunches.

We were treated to expertly mixed cocktails (the Amberley 
Collins was a standout!) alongside inventive canapés, in-
cluding a particularly delicious mushroom marmite éclair.  
Later, handmade fennel and ham pies made the rounds – a 
perfect end to the evening.

If you didn’t make it to the community night, take this as 
your invitation for a visit! If first impressions are anything to 
go by, the new Black Horse is set to become a great neigh-
bour!                                                                Susan Watson

Local and wild				  
The inaugural Black Horse Monday Wine Supper Club on 
April 13 was an assured, convivial affair, with the full Glad-
win family on hand to host, explain and gently evangelise 
as guests were guided through a thoughtful three‑course 
menu paired exclusively on this occasion with wines from 
their Nutbourne estate.

It opened beautifully with chalk stream trout ceviche, elder-
flower and pickled cucumber, the dish lifted by the poise 
and polish of Nutbourne Barrel Reserve Chardonnay, its 
bright apple and citrus notes wrapped in a creamy, subtly 
honeyed depth that made the match feel instinctive rather 
than staged.

The centrepiece was a generous helping of rotisserie chick-
en with wild‑garlic pesto, tomato and mint salsa, plus a copi-
ous quantity of salt‑baked potatoes shaved generously with 
truffle and English pecorino, alongside the quietly impres-
sive Nutbourne Pinot Noir 2022, a pale, Burgundian‑leaning 
Sussex red offering ripe cherry fruit, discreet oak and gentle 
elegance.

Dessert stayed true to the mood of indulgence with torched 
marshmallow chocolate pie, sensibly paired with Nutbourne 
Forager 2024, a beautiful blush‑pink late‑harvest Pinot Gris 
whose hedgerow sweetness and freshness brought the 
evening to a generous, lingering close.

Altogether it was a polished yet relaxed dining experience 
that felt as social as it was gastronomic, and at £38 per 
head including wines, represented outstanding value.		
					        Mike Toynbee	

The Gladwin brothers (from the left): Richard, the restaurateur, 
Oliver, the chef, and Gregory, the farmer
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We are almost there!   We are delighted to 
be opening Amberley Gardens in our beau-
tiful village to residents, friends, families and 
visitors again this year.

We have around 20 gardens opening and 
there will be musicians at Brooklands and 
Old Place for the enjoyment of visitors, so 
tell your friends and bring your family for a 
brilliant day out and support the important 
work of Action Medical Research.

The popular Plant Stall will once again be 
in the courtyard of Oak Tree House offering 
many plants grown by Amberley gardeners 
as well as some donated by local nurseries.  
Teas, cakes and filled rolls for lunch will be 
available in the Church Hall and at Amberley 
Primary School.

There will be a raffle for a beautiful hand-made quilt donat-
ed by Linda Connell – always a much coveted prize.

Gardens will be open to the public from 12 noon until 
6pm. Tickets will be on sale at the Twitten (Crofts Path), 
Church Street/Hog Lane and The Square, priced £10 on 
the day, or £8.50 in advance online at amberleyvillage.
co.uk.  Children under 16 are free.  No dogs in gardens 
please other than support dogs.

If you would like to help on the day – we still need volun-
teers – or bake a cake for the tea rooms, we would love to 
hear from you. Contact: sarahwheeler1@live.com 

Proceeds to Action Medical Research, a Horsham-based 
charity working to fund research into childhood illnesses,  
founded by the late Duncan Guthrie, an Amberley resident. 
There will also be donations to Amberley Primary School 
and St Michael’s Church Hall.                        Sarah Wheeler

Home Front weekend 	 		
History will come vividly to life at Amberley Museum as it 
hosts its immersive Home Front Weekend on Saturday/ 
Sunday, May 16/17 May.

Visitors are invited to experience the sights, sounds and 
stories of the 1940s, as the museum is transformed into 
a World War II encampment. The event will showcase an 
extensive display of wartime vehicles, uniforms and equip-
ment, offering a unique insight into life on the Home Front 
during one of the most pivotal periods in modern history.

Guests can explore a reconstructed RAF Operations 
Room, providing a fascinating glimpse into the coordina-
tion and challenges of wartime Britain. 

To fully embrace the spirit of the occasion, visitors are en-
couraged to dress in 1940s-style fashion.

Village picnic – July 12		
Calling all residents of Amberley and surrounding villages! 
Save the date for Sunday, July 12. Grab your picnic blan-
kets and camping chairs for a village picnic on Amberley’s 
Millennium Green, from 1pm until 4pm.

Bring your own picnic, with or without a tipple of two – it’s up 
to you – and join us for an afternoon of fun and friendship. 
Come on your own and meet familiar faces and new ones, 
or bring a large party – we don’t mind which. It will just be 
lovely to see you.

There’ll be entertainment for all: a scavenger hunt for the 
kids; live music; an ice cream van; a quiz for adults; garden 
games; and, best of all, home-made cakes for sale.

Dogs are more than welcome (just make sure they are kept 
on a lead). We’re even planning to hold a competition for 
your four-legged friends – more details to follow nearer the 
time.

We’ll ensure the Green is looking its best. All we need is 
your support to make it the village social space it deserves 
to be.

Attendance is free. Looking forward to seeing you there!                                        	
		        Amberley Millennium Green trustees

Learning to linocut			 
Another of Lisa Carey’s popular introductory linocutting ses-
sions is scheduled to take place on Saturday, June 6, from 
10am until 1pm in St Michael’s Church Hall.  

All tools and equipment are provided enabling participants 
to create linoprint blocks for printing their own greetings 
cards and pictures. 

Amberley Gardens Open – Sunday, June 14, 12 noon-6pm

Hidden treasures: Wisteria Cottage, one of 20 gardens open to visitors
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Amberley Millennium Green: 
sharing your views
A big ‘thank you’ to all who completed Amberley Millen-
nium Green’s recent survey. We were delighted with 
the number of responses we received. The draw for 
the bottle of English wine was won by Stella Broadbent.

It’s great to hear that the Green is as loved by the 
village as it is by the trustees who care for it. You told 
us you most valued the tranquillity of the space, that 
it was a place to enjoy nature and safely walk dogs. 
In terms of how the Green should be managed, bal-
ancing the needs of community and nature racked up 
more than twice the number of votes compared with 
those who favoured prioritising biodiversity. Only two 
respondees wanted the Green to be manicured. As 
promised, we’ll take this feedback on board.

You’ve given us a clear indication of the type of fundraising 
events you’d be prepared to support and have also come 
up with some other interesting suggestions.  

Thank you also to all those of you who have indicated they 
will donate. We’ve sent e-mails to those who said they’d 
make a one-off or regular donation. If you haven’t received 
that e-mail, please drop us a line (e-mail address below) 
and we’ll send you the bank account details. 

Your pledges of support have put us on a far stronger finan-
cial footing and so we feel able to press ahead with some 
much-needed improvements. We’ll also be looking into 
your suggestions as to how to improve what the Green of-
fers. Two quick observations here: the Green’s Trust Deed 

prohibits us putting in anything that needs hard standing; 
also we cannot construct a more permanent bridge to the 
football field as any form of crossing is prohibited by Par-
ham, which owns the field (access is only meant to be via 
the B2139)

One final plea: we’ve started our winter clear-up and have 
encountered quite a lot of dog mess, both bagged and 
unbagged. Please clear up after your dog. Free bags are 
provided and there is a bin near the compost area where 
they can be left – please don’t throw them in the long grass/
bushes.

Thank you for your ongoing support.              AMG trustees 
amberleymillenniumgreen@gmail.com

You’ll be pleased to know that the slippery slope access to the western bridge to the Green has been re-
placed with far sturdier steps. This is one of the measures we are taking to enhance the Green’s infrastruc-
ture and has been made possible by people’s generosity in donating following our recent appeal. Other 
recent improvements include the replacement of the wooden planks in the benches with a more sustainable 
but environmentally-friendly option. In the coming months we will also be looking at ways of tackling the 
muddy access near the two gates ahead of next winter. 

A much-loved public space and a safe place to walk dogs
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Amberley Parish Council	

What your		
councillors		
discussed
Highlights of the meeting held on March 12 
2026 in St Michael’s Church Hall

Present: Jason Charman (chairman), Hazel Allinson, Mike 
Attard, Ian Corcoran, Tim Simpson and Elisabeth Tooms. 
Also in attendance: West Sussex County councillor Paul 
Marshall, Celia Price (locum clerk), and  four members of 
the public.

Amberley Parish Council considered a wide range of is-
sues affecting the village at its latest meeting, from council 
communications and highways maintenance to community 
safety, transport and future staffing arrangements.

The meeting opened with a ques-
tion from a resident about the ab-
sence of minutes from the parish 
council meetings held on Novem-
ber 22 and December 2 from the 
council’s website. The Locum Clerk 
confirmed the matter would be in-
vestigated and corrected. Coun-
cillors also discussed access to 
council paperwork and agreed that 
paper copies of agendas would be 
made available on request, provid-
ed residents give at least 24 hours’ 
notice before a meeting.

Horsham District Councillor Paul Clarke submitted a written 
report, which was read out by the Locum Clerk. He noted 
that recent “Around the District” meetings had been well 
received by parishes, with a new round planned for the 
summer. Food waste collections are set to begin from 16 
March, with many households having already received their 
caddies. Progress on the Capitol Theatre redevelopment 
remains on schedule, with demolition completed and the fit 
out phase under way. The examination of the Horsham Lo-
cal Plan is due to reopen shortly, initially focusing on hous-
ing numbers. Councillors were also informed that council 
tax for 2026/27 will increase by £5.15 per year, bringing the 
Band D charge to £180.10.

West Sussex County Councillor Paul Marshall updated the 
council on broader county matters. He said that updates 
on Local Government Reorganisation were still awaited and 
may not arrive until after the May elections. Several structur-
al models are being considered, although a proposal from 
Brighton is not supported by West Sussex County Council, 
which would consider a judicial review if required. The may-
oral authority programme is progressing, with elections for 
a Mayor scheduled for 2027 and shadow cabinet elections 

planned for 2028. Councillor Marshall also confirmed that 
the county council budget has been agreed without cuts to 
services and includes significant investment in highways, 
aimed at improving pothole repairs.

Highways issues featured prominently. The Chair reported 
delays to drainage clearance, now expected in November 
or December, and Mr Marshall agreed to follow this up. 
Footpaths throughout the parish have been cut, and rou-
tine hedge cutting will pause until 1 September due to the 
bird nesting season. Potholes on School Road have been 
reported and marked, with repairs expected soon, while ad-
ditional potholes outside Hurst Cottages will also be report-
ed. A broken drain cover on the B2139 near Pickwicks had 
received a temporary repair, with a permanent fix hoped 
for shortly. Complaints about a privately owned hedge ob-
structing the B2139 near Mill Lane have been passed to 
West Sussex Highways.

Following the retirement of Pam Keeble, councillors re-
viewed the volunteer Tree Warden role and formally ap-

pointed Russell Coates as the 
new Tree and Pond Warden. The 
Chair also confirmed that a new 
bus shelter should be installed 
by mid April, with site clearance 
about to begin.

Councillors discussed recent in-
cidents of graffiti over half term, 
noting that cleaning is under way. 
They also considered the theft of 
a tractor from the cricket pavilion, 
which has since been located in 
Slindon thanks to its immobiliser 

and tracker. While storage is the cricket club’s responsibility, 
the council agreed that additional security measures should 
be discussed at a future meeting.

Other matters included a request for the village bus to trans-
port a class from Amberley School to swimming lessons, 
and confirmation that the Speedwatch initiative will restart 
with additional volunteers. The meeting concluded with the 
formation of a working group to recruit a permanent parish 
clerk.

Date of the next meeting: Thursday, May 14, at 7.30pm in 
St Michael’s Church Hall.

Fittleworth Garden Trail		
The annual Fittleworth Garden Trail takes place during the 
Bank Holiday weekend, on Sunday and Monday, May 3 and 
4. This year’s trail will feature several new gardens and vis-
itors can also enjoy other popular attractions, including the 
beautiful Wynkcoombe Arboretum as well as refreshments.

The gardens are open from 1pm until 5pm and tickets cost 
£7.50, with no charge for under-16s.

The new bus shelter at Crossgates
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Discover Storrington’s 		
hidden gem	
Why not come and give 
us a try? We have nine 
courts in total: three as-
tro, five artificial clay, a 
mini court — and seven 
courts are floodlit with 
the latest LED lighting. 

Booking couldn’t be 
easier with our online court booking system, and after your 
game you can relax in our fully equipped clubhouse.

Whether you’re picking up a racket for the first time, return-
ing to the game, or looking for competitive match play, you 

will be assured a very warm welcome. We have a strong 
junior section, introducing children to the sport in a fun, sup-
portive environment while developing skills, confidence and 
friendships.

The coaching team is led by LTA Level 5 Master Club 
Coach, Nigel Matthews. Our performance coaching 
programme ranges from Mini Tennis (children aged 4 up-
wards) to juniors and adults of all levels. The programme 
also includes adult beginners, rusty rackets, improver 
groups, team coaching, as well as one‑to‑one tuition. 

A cautionary tale…			 
During the night of March 23, thieves stole eight items of 
expensive garden machinery – mainly Stihl – from a garage 
at Castle Farm, Amberley.  There is a suspicion that a drone 
was used to reconnoitre the area and that it was a targeted 
robbery.

“We have enjoyed 26 years at the western end of the vil-
lage, and assumed that our out-of-sight location would al-
ways mean that we were safe, especially with the vehicle 
gates closed,” says owner Geoff Davis. “We hadn’t factored 
in a risk through a hidden pedestrian gate – stealing two of 
our wheelbarrows in the process to cart the garden machin-
ery away!”

He went on to say that the lack of response by the police 
was disappointing, refusing to visit or even watch footage 
of the theft from a security camera. “They simply issued a 
Crime Number for insurance purposes, creating little confi-
dence that the perpetrators were being pursued to control 
such activities.” Mr Davis added that it was now understood 
that a similar garden tool robbery took place at much the 
same time in Chantry Lane, Storrington. 

And a final piece of advice: “We all need to take extra care 
in these times, using secure locks and other theft preven-
tion devices.”

Storrington Film Night  			 

Song, Sung, Blue			 
The final choice of the current season of Storrington 
Film Nights organised by the local Rotary Club is Song, 
Sung Blue, which is being screened in Sullington Hall on 
Wednesday, May 13 at 7.30pm. 

Based on a true story, two down-on-their-luck musicians 
form a joyous Neil Diamond tribute band, experiencing 
soaring success and devastating heartbreak. It stars Hugh 
Jackman and Kate Hudson.

The next season of films will commence on September 9.

Open Day – Saturday, 16th May
Join us for our Open Day on Saturday, 16th May – meet 
the team, hit some balls, try out our fantastic courts, and 

experience the club for yourself.

EXCLUSIVE OPEN DAY OFFER

Sign up on the day and enjoy 50% off this year’s 
membership annual subscription. Don’t miss out – your 

tennis journey starts here.

				    Southdowns Pest Control
All aspects of pest control

Rats, Mice, Moles, Wasps, Fleas, Rabbits Pigeons, Gulls
All bird-proofing installed
Fully insured Family run

NPTA
Contact: Paul Ward

Tel: 01903 882561 / 07883 072988
E-mail: southdownspc@gmail.com
www.southdownspestcontrol.net



 

 

St Mary’s Church is a beautiful medieval building nestled 
within a small rural community in the heart of the South 
Downs. 

 

                                                                            

A celebration of paintings, tapestry and 

sculptures by local artists  

Children’s art activities throughout the day 

Light refreshments     Free entry 
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Amberley CE Primary School   				 

Easter celebrations		                       
Although Easter is a little way back now, we wanted to 
share the joyous Easter celebrations we had at Amberley.  
Starting with an Easter egg hunt and Easter bonnet com-
petition, we followed this with a reflective Easter service at 
St. Michael’s. 

Willow Class shared their thoughtful Easter artwork while 
Maple and Oak presented a dramatic retelling of the Eas-
ters story.  It was a lovely end to Spring term being able to 
share in these events together.

We were so proud of our Dance Club as they performed 
at the Rother Valley Arts Festival earlier this year. They 
took to the stage alongside other local primary schools to 
perform and, while dancing in the Midhurst Rother College 
theatre was a huge leap from practising in the school hall, 
the children took it in their stride. Our thanks to the children 
for all their hard work and dedication preparing for it and  

to Zuleika Phillips and Jo Eyre who accompanied them to 
the event. We would love for you to visit the school and 
show you around; please call (01798) 831612 or e-mail 
office@   amberleyschool.com to arrange a visit. Please 
do also visit our website at https://www.amberleyschool.
com/	       		            	        Lizzie Martin Exec-
utive headteacher, Arun Villages Federation

Above: A headstart in life: some of the colourful Easter bonnets 
Below: a reflective Easter service in St Michael’s Church

School Dance Club shines at Rother Valley Arts Festival



We Love Plants Ltd is a renowned,
multi-disciplinary, award winning design
studio founded by Director and Designer
Nic Howard with an enviable reputation

for creating luxury, timeless, beautiful,
plant-focused gardens.

01883 744 020
hello@weloveplants.co

www.we-love-plants.co.uk
Instagram @nichoward

MULTI-AWARD WINNING
GARDEN DESIGNERS, 

PLANTERS & KEEPERS

 
Natasha, Dave and our Team 

Warmly Welcome you to 

The Bridge Inn 
at Houghton Bridge 

Home Cooked Food and Excellent Ales 
Very Exited to Announce this Months Live Music by 

Lily Williams 
Lily is originally from Amberley 

and is accompanied by Jena for their first appearance at the Bridge 

OPENING HOURS 
Wednesday to Saturday all Day from 12pm 

Sunday 12pm until 5pm 
Please see our website for latest information: www.bridgeinnamberley.com 

Or Call on 01798 831619 e-mail: bridgeamberley@btinternet.com 
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Thank you to everyone who completed the 
Wildbrooks Readership Survey last month – we 
were delighted to read your responses!  

It was particularly heartening to know that the 
magazine is so widely enjoyed – well deserved 
recognition for Mike Toynbee and his team of 
volunteers. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comments were resoundingly positive 
 

 “I absolutely love Wildbrooks magazine. It is an 
invaluable part of community cohesion, full of 
interesting, useful articles, love the editorials 
when Mike gets going on something, and the 
full reports of local events.” 
 

 “Most entertaining and essential to keep 
abreast of local news.” 

 

 “I love the magazine and always try to read 
through it. Sometimes it is a skim, sometimes I 
read it from cover to cover. I am less interested 
in historic articles - maybe just me - but love to 
see/hear what is going on in and around this 
lovely village.” 

 

 “I enjoy the recipes. Maybe a gardening tip 
provided each month.” 

 
Ideas for future features included … 

 

✓ Anonymous (and honest) restaurant reviews. 
 

✓ Updates on the restoration work of the church 
and castle walls. 

 

✓ Regular features on local artists, craftspeople, 
artisans. 

 

✓ Contributions from Amberley diaspora. 
 

✓ More information on newcomers to the village; 
more on campaigns such as helping restore the 
Wildbrooks. 

 
Offers of help 
Most people said they are too busy with other 
volunteer roles to help – but four have offered to help 
with magazine distribution (we will pass their names 
to Pam Keeble, lead distributor) and two others have 
offered to contribute articles – thank you!  We will be 
in touch! 
 
Next Steps 
Over the coming months, we will take forward all 
these suggestions – watch this space!  Although 
people found the timetables to be ‘least useful’, we 
will continue to include them for those that do – 
although perhaps think how they can be designed to 
look more interesting. 

 

80 readers 
completed the survey. 
 

99%  
of those who responded awarded the 
magazine 4 or 5 (out of five) stars, with 
only one disappointed reader awarding the 
magazine one star. 
 

Most read … 
is the News - local People & Events page, 
followed closely by the features and 
interviews with local people.   
 

Least read … 
are the crossword and the monthly quiz – 
with a suggestion for a cryptic crossword 
to replace the current ‘quick’ crossword, to 
introduce competitions (poems, photos) 
and to include a children’s page with 
colouring and puzzles. 
 

Seen as most useful … 
is the monthly calendar of local events, 
the advertisements by local businesses 
and the local tradespeople directory.   
 

Suggestions included expanding event 
listings to a 25-mile radius of Wildbrooks, 
to include art, fetes, films and clubs, 
National Garden Scheme openings and 
National Trust events.   
 

Seen as least useful … 
are the timetables – tides, bus and trains. 
 

The winner of a half case of wine 
is … 
Malcolm Pheasey  

 

Wildbrooks Readership Survey – Headline Results 

 



 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

JOIN UP ON THE DAY AND 
RECEIVE  

50% OFF  your first season’s 
subscription  

  
SCAN THE QR CODE TO SEE DETAILS 

INCLUDING OPEN DAY ACTIVITIES  
 
 

FIND US JUST OFF CHURCH STREET STORRINGTON RH20 4HE 

WELCOMING NEW MEMBERS 
SATURDAY MAY 16th  

10.00am – 4.00pm 
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Big news for The Sportsman: after more than two years of 
hard work and determination, we have raised enough funding 
to buy the pub outright. In a major milestone for the village, 
announced at our Annual Members Meeting on April 20, The 
Sportsman is on track to become a fully community-owned 
asset.

It’s a remarkable achievement. What began as a campaign to 
save a much-loved local from an uncertain future has grown 
into a thriving, community-powered success story.

We’ve had our challenges, particularly the withdrawal of a key 
government grant in 2024. Thankfully, a number of local pri-
vate lenders have stepped forward to top up the funds raised 
from 141 shareholders, giving us a total of nearly £792,000. 

Financially, the business is now on a much firmer footing, 
with historic VAT issues resolved and we have turned round a 

small loss in 2024 to a profit 
in 2025. Grants from Hor-
sham District Council have 
supported some small-scale 
improvements including a 
“proper” coffee machine and 
four electronic bikes which 
we plan to hire out.

One of the most impressive 
achievements has been fi-
nancial resilience. We had 
expected to need to use 
summer profits to carry us 
through the winter, tradition-
ally a difficult period, but our 

January-March 2026 results show every month in the black. 

We couldn’t have done it without our manager, Jo Westland, 
who brings a wealth of hospitality experience and who goes 
well beyond the call of duty to keep the pub running smoothly. 

She’s supported by a team of staff and volunteers who de-
liver everything front and back 
of house – and underneath in 
the cellar – as well as organising 
events, maintaining the building 
and helping out whenever need-
ed. 

And people are noticing. Visitors, 
some returning after years away, 
have been quick to praise the at-
mosphere, often describing it as a 
“proper pub,” full of character and 
warmth.

The Sportsman was voted the third best pub garden in West 
Sussex by readers of the West Sussex County Times, quite an 
achievement for a pub which has almost no actual garden, to 
quote our chairman, Roger Agate. It has also been welcomed 
back into CAMRA’s Good Beer Guide for both 2026 and 2027 
after a 25-year absence, and was recently named Pub of the 
Year by the local CAMRA branch – an award recognising qual-
ity, service and overall experience.

Events have helped bring the community together, too. Four 
beer festivals have been held so far, each building on the last, 
with March’s event selling out completely. Our twice-monthly 
quiz is regularly over-subscribed. Various village groups now 
meet regularly in the pub. We have also attracted media atten-
tion, featuring in the i newspaper, West Sussex County Times, 
West Sussex Gazette and soon in All About Horsham maga-
zine.

While securing the funds to purchase the pub is a huge step 
forward, there is still work to do. Loans will need to be repaid, 
reserves built up, and further investment made to help the 
business grow.

That’s why we’re now calling on the community once again. 
We need help with long-term fundraising and grant applica-
tions; we could do with more legal and specialist financial ex-
pertise on the committee; and hands-on help with admin, so-
cial media, technology, and running the pub’s e-bike scheme.

The Sportsman has come a long 
way, and its future is looking brighter 
than ever. But its continued success 
will depend, as it always has, on the 
support of the community it serves.

If you’d like to play a part, now’s the 
time to step forward – because this 
isn’t just a pub. It’s your pub.                                                 	
			            Kate Pluck

Deputy Chair of Community 
Sportsman Amberley Ltd

Community pub set for full 
ownership as The Sportsman 
secures its future

Quiz nights have proved a great sucess

The Sportsman: a thriving, community-powered success story
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Pictured at the well-attended Sportsman’s Annual Members’ Meeting on April 20 in St Michael’s Church Hall are 
the members of the management committee (from left to right): John Fryett, Stella Broadbent, Elaine Beach, Rog-
er Agate (chair), Kate Pluck (deputy chair), Graham Smith, Matija Rossi and Bradley Kelynack. Above right: Jo 
Westland (business manager) and Kate Pluck were both presented with bouquets in recogntion of their hard work 
and valuable contribution to the success of the community pub during the past year. 

CONNECT HOLISTIC
THERAPIES

Aromatherapy Massage &
Reflexology

Discover the blissful benefits of an aromatherapy
massage using a carefully selected blend of oils,
tailored to support your physical and emotional
well-being.

De-stress and encourage self-healing with a deeply
relaxing reflexology treatment that will help balance
body and mind.

For the ultimate indulgence, enjoy both therapies in
one rejuvenating 70 minute treatment.

Contact Clare on 
07895 302787
connectreflexology@gmail.com

Gift vouchers available.

Treatments at The Old Forge Surgery in Amberley and
at Chanctonbury Osteopathy in Ashurst.



In the sad event of the loss of your 
loved one you can rely on 

W. Bryder & Sons to help you 
every step of the way.

INDIVIDUALLY TAILORED FUNERALS
To suit all budgets, arranged by our friendly 5th generation family run business.

Peaceful funeral homes in the heart of the South Downs countryside
Headstones & Memorials / Grave Maintenance

We can be contacted 24 hours a day

W. Bryder & Sons

Petworth
The Gables, Tillington, GU28 9AB

01798 342174 (24 hours)

Pulborough
95 Lower Street, Pulborough, RH20 2BP 

01798 872000 (24 hours)

www.wbryderandsons.co.uk  |  info@wbryderandsons.co.uk

est. 1863

Annual Parish Assembly
Saturday, 16th May                 

at St Michael’s Church            
10am (Approx 60-90 mins)

Saturday, 23rd May                       
at The Sportsman                        

10.30am to 11:30am (1 hour)

Monday, 1st June 6-8 at the 
Village Hall (drop in session, 
ie anytime time on that slot) 
for anyone that can’t make 

the 16th or 23rd

All welcome
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Eagerly awaiting the arrival of 	
Amberley’s summer visitors	
Catherine Briggs writes about the swift and 
house martin project currently underway in 
Amberley. Photography by Paul Stevens

Our summer migratory birds will shortly be arriving in the 
UK, flying approximately 4,000 miles from southern Africa 
to our shores, and we are looking forward to being reunited 
with them in Amberley. 

Some house martins and swallows have already arrived in 
nearby Bury and the Storrington swifts are expected to re-
turn soon. Common to all three species is their gliding flight 
which is an adaptation to a diet of aerial insects. Their ac-
robatics and their swooping flight make them all iconic and 
they are such a wonderful part of our summer skies.

We have an important and significantly sized colony of 
swifts nesting under the eaves of the St Michael’s Church 
roof each summer. Adult breeding pairs will be returning at 
the beginning of May and numbers will rise noticeably when 
the juvenile swifts arrive in late June or early July. Thirty-five 
swifts were counted flying over the churchyard simultane-
ously one July evening last summer. The group flight was 
spectacular with their distinctive ‘swee-ree’ call, twisting and 
swerving but somehow never colliding. There are often so-
cial screaming parties flying along Church Street.

Swifts are remarkable birds spending almost their whole 
lives in flight; they eat, sleep and mate on the wing. They 
only stop flying to raise their young before returning to Af-
rica at the end of July. Unlike house martins and swallows 
– which land and perch on the ground, fences, wires, build-
ings and trees – swifts don’t perch. Their Latin name Apus 
apus means ‘footless’. 

Swifts have a mystery about them as they fly so fast and 
high and are mostly out of sight. The brevity of their stay 
here in the UK – a mere 12 weeks – also adds to their mys-
tery and there is a feeling of sadness at seeing them go at 
the end of July, hoping that they’ll return the following year. 
Somehow the skies feel a little empty 
once they’ve gone.

We have a swift and house martin 
project in Amberley run by Pam Kee-
ble and myself, which is part of the 
Central Arun Valley Swift & House 
Martin Project linked to Sussex Wild-
life Trust. A grant from Wilder Hor-
sham enables us to buy some swift 
boxes, as well as some villagers pri-
vately funding their own boxes.

We have also lent out some callers 
to village residents with nest boxes. 
They are important for these birds 

and particularly for 
swifts, as the chances 
of nest uptake increase 
tenfold when a caller 
is used. Swifts have 
a photographic mem-
ory and return to pre-
cisely the same nest 
cavity each year; if it is 
blocked off or changed/
moved, the swift will re-
ject it and their breed-
ing cycle is affected. 
They are also faithful to 
their breeding partner. 
CAV’s Swift & House 
Martin Project is cam-

paigning to support the 
introduction of swift bricks into building regulations, which 
has been accepted by the Scottish government but rejected 
by the UK government. For more information www.https://
swift-conservation.org 

We are currently expanding our village swift project to in-
clude house martins, as they also need our support. They 
naturally build mud nests so often choose to build near wa-
ter, as there is a source of mud and insects nearby. Alter-
natively, by putting up man-made nest cups under eaves, 
preferably facing west, east or north so not directly exposed 
to the sun, we can help to save the birds about ten days of 
work, so that they can start their breeding cycle earlier and 
likely increase the number of broods per year. Before this, 
they primarily nested on cliff faces. It is important that the 
surfaces of soffits are as rough as possible to prevent the 
collapse of mud nests. 

In Amberley we have several breeding pairs of house mar-
tins in various locations in the village where there are man-
made nest cups as well as a location in Hog Lane where the 
house martins have gathered mud from the Wildbrooks. We 
were delighted to have our first pair of breeding house mar-
tins last summer on our house near the Millennium Green, 
two years after Paul Stevens, a local ecologist, made and 

installed six house martin nest cups 
under our eaves. The house martins 
arrived last June, raised four chicks 
that fledged at the beginning of Au-
gust and all leaving for Africa in late 
September. We used a peak boxes 
caller https://peakboxes.co.uk/ to 
attract them. For more info-https://
housemartinconservation.com 

Swallows also feed on aerial insects 
and like to nest in open outbuildings 
such as barns, preferring open coun-
tryside. They build cup-shaped nests 
from mud and other materials. 		
		                   continued overleaf

Swift by name, swift by nature

Food delivery: hungry house martin chicks
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continued from previous page

They also overwinter in Africa, arriving in the UK in the 
spring and returning to Africa in the autumn. Their conser-
vation status is green at present. We can help by install-
ing man-made nest cups in open garages, barns and open 
sheds which are always accessible.

Swifts, house martins and swallows all migrate to southern 
parts of Africa during our winter and visit the UK to breed 
during summer. They each have their own unique nesting 
habits, and all are insectivorous. Both swifts and house 
martins have declined by 68 per cent and 48 per cent re-
spectively (and in the SE of England by as much as 70 per 
cent for house martins) over the past 25 years and are on 
the Red List of Conservation Concern due to habitat loss 
and a decline in insect numbers. Changing weather pat-
terns due to climate change affect migration, breeding and 
insect numbers for feeding. Another factor is loss of nest 
sites because when properties are renovated, traditional 
nest sites under eaves are often blocked up, and nest cups 
removed from soffits.

We can help all these summer migratory birds by leaving 
nests rather removing or blocking them, having native plants 
in our gardens and if possible, patches of wildflowers which 
encourage insects which are a food source for these birds.

Come and find out more about these birds at our churchyard 
open afternoon on Open Gardens Day on Sunday, June14 
2-6pm and also by coming to a talk by Paul Stevens, ecol-
ogist on swifts, house martins and swallows taking place in 
St Michael’s Church Hall at 7pm on Friday, June 26. Paul is 
the conservation lead for House Martin Conservation UK & 
Ireland and Sussex Ornithological Society (SOS). Paul has 
made and installed all the nest cups for house martins and 
swallows and swift boxes in Amberley as well as putting up 
the callers. He has been a stalwart supporter and provid-
ed essential help and advice to our village swift and house 
martin project. 			                 Catherine Briggs 

Amberley Wildlife Update 			 

Watch out: there’s a cat about
As  spring settles 
in, Amberley enters 
what should be a 
thriving season for 
our wild birds. The 
breeding period is 
now underway and 
will continue through 
August – a cru-
cial window when 
fledglings take their 
first uncertain steps 
(or flights) into the 
world. But as many 
of us know, this is also when they face some of their toughest 
challenges.

One of the biggest threats comes from an unexpected source: 
our beloved pet cats. Even the best fed cats are natural hunt-
ers, and fledglings – still learning the basics of flight – are es-
pecially vulnerable. The good news is that there’s a simple, 
effective step we can take to give these young birds a fighting 
chance.

A small bell, a big difference 			 
Fitting your cat with a detachable collar and bell can dramat-
ically reduce the number of birds they catch. The bell gives 
birds a vital early warning, and the detachable design ensures 
your cat stays safe—no risk of getting snagged on branches or 
hedges.

Jeff the cat, a local trailblazer in responsible fashion, has worn 
one for years and hasn’t brought home a bird in ages. Collars 
are inexpensive (handy, since they occasionally go missing), 
come in a cheerful range of colours, and are easy to find at 
Hanwells in Storrington or online via Amazon.

How you can help					   
If you share your home with a cat, please consider adding a 
bell collar during this sensitive season. It’s a small gesture that 
can make a meaningful difference for Amberley’s wild bird pop-
ulation at a time when they need it most. Together, we can help 
keep our village a place where both pets and wildlife thrive.

So, if you have a cat, please consider helping the wild birds at 
a critical time in their year.                            Fraser Wheeler

A swallow feeding a chick on the back of a garden chair

Cats have nine lives...
Many people believe the saying that cats have 
nine lives comes from an old English proverb that 
could be several hundred years old. The prov-
erb states, “A cat has nine lives, for three he 
plays, for three he strays, and for three he stays.”
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)A place to call home	
It’s a busy time of year for the birds. 
Many of them will have found them-
selves a mate by now and won’t need to 
sing quite so loudly, although there will 
be the odd bachelor still pelting out his 
tune with enthusiasm. 

For those new pairs, however, they will 
need to conserve their energy for the 
more pressing task of building a nest. 
They’ll need a warm and dry place for 
their eggs to go, somewhere safe from 
predators and strong enough to with-
stand adverse weather – quite a tall order! Different species 
have their own particular nest-building techniques, some re-
quiring more skill than others.

If you live near woodland, you might be lucky enough to 
give a home to a nuthatch; slate-blue on the back, chestnut 
under the tail and a black bandit mask across its eyes. Nut-
hatches don’t excavate their own nest holes but are expert 
plasterers, gathering mud or dung to reshape and resize 
the hole. In woodland they might customise a hole previ-
ously used by a great-spotted woodpecker, but they will use 
nestboxes, too.

For others, constructing a nest requires considerably more 
dedication and skill. The male wren, for example, has his 
work cut out; he weaves up to half-a-dozen nests out of 
moss, grass and feathers and then awaits his choosy fe-
male partner who will inspect his work and select the one in 
which she will lay her clutch of precious eggs.

But the bird who should be the envy of any construction 
worker is the long-tailed tit. Their glorious, egg-shaped nest 
is fashioned from moss, lichen and spider’s silk, taking sev-
eral weeks to build. The nest is then lined with as many as 
two thousand feathers. As well as the comfort of a feather 
mattress, the chicks then have a nest that will stretch and 
flex as they grow – perfect!

Out on the wetlands, very little construction work takes 
place. Wading birds, like lapwing, simply make a small dent 

or scrape in the mud in which 
to lay eggs. They incubate 
their eggs for about a month, 
defending their nest from 
predators by mobbing them 
or feigning injury. As soon as 
they hatch, rather than be-
ing bald, blind as helpless as 
many chicks are, the fluffy 
long-legged chicks are up on 
their feet and scurrying round 
within hours.

When you look at pairs of 
ducks, the male will almost al-

ways be the brighter coloured, showier of the two. But the 
female is perhaps a little duller-looking with good reason – 
she must sit on a nest on the ground incubating her eggs for 
around four weeks. Both she and her eggs are vulnerable 
so she relies on good camouflage to remain hidden.

There is, however, an exception: the shelduck. Both male 
and female are bright and highly visible – white with bands 
of chestnut and black, and a red bill. The female has no 
need for camouflage during nesting as she will find a dis-
used rabbit hole and hide underground until her ducklings 
hatch. She will then lead these little fluffy humbugs down to 
the nearest pool.

Observing birds nest building and raising young can be fas-
cinating and very rewarding – especially if they have select-
ed a home that you have put up for them. But do remember 
that this is an important and exhausting time for the parents 
and ensure that you give them space. This is important for 
ground-nesting birds, who are especially vulnerable to dis-
turbance – you can help them by keeping to marked paths, 
keeping dogs under close control and giving them plenty of 
space.                                                              Anna Allum 	                                            	
Visitor Experience Manager, RSPB, Wiggonholt

Help our kelp project			 
Five years ago, the Sussex Kelp Recovery Project was 
born. The story starts with seaweed.

Kelp, a large brown seaweed, used to be plentiful off the 
Sussex coast. Imagine this forest of the deep, creating a 
habitat for marine wildlife. Black Sea bream would dig 
and spawn in gravel nests. Blue mussels would provide a 
grounding for the kelp to attach to, and engineer further re-
sources for others, like starfish and plaice. 

The chalk reef outcrops would writhe with life: scuttling 
spider crabs, swaying ethereal-looking piddocks and the 
occasional fin-flap of an undulate ray. Seals would benefit 
from these supreme hunting grounds. From above, gannets 
would spear the surface to take their fill of the abundant 	
				              continued overleaf

Master builder: a long-tailed tit tests his handiwork
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Up and running: a lapwing chick is quick off the mark 
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March rainfall                                
The month proved somewhat drier 
than February, when we had just two 
dry days with 142.5mm (just over 
5½in) of rain. In March there were 17 
wet or damp days with a total of just 
41.4mm (1⅝in)       			 
Figures compiled by Peter Daughtrey
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continued from previous page

beneath-the-waves buffet. And so, safely and sustainably, 
could we.                                          

In the 1980s things changed. Storms, marine heatwaves 
and poor water quality had a negative effect, and persistent 
damage has been caused by intensive trawling for com-
mercial fishing. This indiscriminate practice decimated the 
biodiversity of the seabed. By the end of the century, 96 per 
cent of Sussex kelp was lost, and with it, a whole eco-sys-
tem wiped out, in repeated, traumatic acts of destruction. 
All happening under the waves, beneath our noses, yet out 
of sight. 

But some people did notice. The Sussex Inshore Fisheries 
& Conservation Authority (IFCA) formed a case for a Near-
shore Trawling byelaw, and production company Big Wave 
created Help our Kelp, a film narrated by Sir David Attenbor-
ough. Other organisations joined the fight, and a campaign 
of the same name was launched. 

It worked. In March 2021, trawling was prohibited from 304 
square kilometres of the Sussex coast. The byelaw is one 
of the largest in the UK. The collective became the Sussex 
Kelp Recovery Project; twelve organisations*, co-ordinated 
by Sussex Wildlife Trust, who have continued to monitor 
and advocate for the recovery of our seabed. 

Benefits are underway: Black Sea bream and blue mus-
sels are on the increase. But nature takes time to recover. 
These five years have been focused on laying the ground-
work to enable the steady return of these great forests and 
their inhabitants. Rewilding our ocean, piece by piece. With 
patience and collaboration, the story of our Sussex shores 
gets wilder each year. Although it started it all, kelp is really 
just the beginning. 

*Sussex Wildlife Trust, Blue Marine Foundation, Zoologi-
cal Society of London, Queen Mary University of London,     
University of Brighton, Adur & Worthing Councils, Sussex 
Underwater, Big Wave Productions, Sussex IFCA, Uni-
versity of Exeter, University of Sussex.     Kerry Williams   
Communications Officer				  
Conservation, Sussex Wildlife Trust 

Recipe							     

Carrot cake					   

Cake-makers preparing contributions for the upcoming   
Amberley Gardens Open teas might like to consider this  
lovely moist cake with a cream cheese and honey icing 
which is not sickly. It first appeared in Flavours of Amberley, 
published in 2002.

You need
Cake

6 oz organic wholemeal flour

2 tsp baking powder

1 tsp cinnamon

4 oz grated carrot

4 oz brown sugar

Grated rind of 1 orange

2 eggs

1 tbsp milk

4 oz butter

Method

1.Sieve together the flour, baking powder, and cinnamon.

2.Cream together the butter, sugar, carrot, and orange rind.

3.Beat in the eggs, then fold in the flour mixture and milk.

4.Grease and line a 7 or 8 inch sandwich tin.

5.Bake as above. Allow to cool, then turn out.

6.Mix the soft cheese and honey and spread on top.

7.Decorate with walnuts.

Because of the cheese icing, any cake left should be kept 
in a tin in the fridge.

					     Jane Arkwright

Spiny starfish on kelp
Icing

4 oz soft cheese

1 tsp clear honey

Decoration		

Walnuts



QUALITY LOCAL INTERIOR & EXTERIOR DECORATOR
=Over 30 years’ experience

=Fully insured
=References available

=No VAT

 For a professional service, contact: 
Jonathan Capelin

(West Chiltington)
01798 817402

 
 

Marion Scotcher DipCFHP, MPSPract(FHP) 
 

FFOOOOTT    HHEEAALLTTHH    PPRRAACCTTIITTIIOONNEERR  
 

Tel: 01798 875588   Mobile: 07967 973784  
 

1 Bridge Cottages, Greatham 
Pulborough, West Sussex  RH20 2ES 

 

Home Visits by Appointment  
 

Treatment in the comfort of your own home for: 
 

 corns    callus    fungal treatments  
 toenail cutting service  pedicures  

 

 

 

 

Architecture & Building Surveying 
Planning & Listed building applications 

Reinstatement cost assessments 
Party wall surveyors 

 

Rural  Urban  Coastal  Historic  Contemporary 
 

Contact Kevin or Phil on 01243 774764 
email enquiries@sloaneandbrown.co.uk 

www.sloaneandbrown.co.uk 
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Spotlight on... The Village Bus 	
Lisa Carey provides an insight 
into the Amberley & Slindon 
Village bus both from the per-
spective of a volunteer driver 
and a passenger

   

As a relative newcomer to Amberley, I recently be-
came one of the volunteer drivers for the Amberley 
and Slindon community bus. Last week I thought it 
might be fun to sit further behind the steering wheel 
than I normally do and experience the Wednesday 
trip to Chichester as a passenger. For just £3 return, 
it’s a real bargain – far cheaper than driving and pay-
ing for parking. (It’s free for bus pass holders and 
the under 16s.) The bus picks up passengers from 
Rackham and Amberley just after 09.30 before heading off 
to Slindon to collect more fares. The journey itself is worth it 
for the views alone, as the seats are so much higher than in 
a car, offering glimpses of sweeping fields, hedgerows, and 
cottages bathed in early sunlight.

Arriving in Chichester, the bus conveniently stops by the Ca-
thedral, placing you right at the heart of the city. I headed 
straight for the bustling food market stretching from Market 
Cross down East and North Streets. Stalls were already busy 
with shoppers browsing the myriad variety of products and 
produce on offer, including cheeses, artisan breads, meats, 
fruit and vegetables, plants, eggs olive oil, hats, bags, shoes 
and jewellery.

I wandered first to the French cheese stall, easily one of 
the highlights. The vendor offered generous samples, each 
cheese more tempting than the last. I tried a creamy brie, 
a pungent Roquefort, and a nutty Comté that melted on the 
tongue. It felt as though a little piece of France had arrived in 
West Sussex.

From there, I followed the 
smell of artisan bread, 
sitting in rustic baskets 
beside the stall. I chose 
a loaf of sourdough to 
accompany the Brie I 
had just purchased and 
then headed off to the 
stalls overflowing with 
fruit and vegetables – 
glossy tomatoes, baskets 
of strawberries, and lush 
green beans that locked 
freshly picked. Nearby, a 
plant stall added a burst 
of colour.

After browsing my fill of the market, I made my way to the 
Novium Museum, just a short walk from the Cathedral. Entry 
is free, and it’s well worth a visit. The museum blends Chiches-
ter’s ancient Roman history with engaging modern displays. I 

spent a fascinating half-hour 
learning about the Roman 
Baths discovered beneath 
the building and seeing ar-
tefacts unearthed from the 
local area. The space is airy 
and well laid out – perfect for 
a relaxed visit.

Before catching the minibus 
back, I took a peaceful walk 
around the Bishop’s Pal-
ace Gardens in the Cathe-
dral grounds. The gardens 
are beautifully kept, with 
benchnes nestled among 
trees and views of the Ca-

thedral’s impressive spire rising against the sky. I had picked 
the perfect day for the wonderful display of jewel coloured 
tulips. Birds sang from the hedges after the morning’s rain, 
and the whole area had a calm, reflective atmosphere – a 
fitting end to a busy morning.

The minibus was waiting right where I’d been dropped off 
earlier, and as we drove back towards Amberley, the coun-
tryside opened up once more. I sat with my market finds be-
side me, feeling content. Traveling this way saved money on 
petrol and parking, but more than that, it turned the trip into 
an experience – from the simple pleasure of good food to the 
quiet beauty of the Sussex landscape. A morning in Chich-
ester, with its charm, flavours, and history, is one of those 
outings that leave you grateful for the small joys of local life.

Just the ticket...				  
The Amberley & Slindon Village Bus service has been 
running for more than 40 years. 

Make of bus: Ford Transit (the current bus entered 
service a year ago, following the theft and subsequent 
torching of the previous vehicle)

No. of seats: 13 (plus driver)

No. volunteers: 9 (including 3 from Slindon)

Destinations: Pulborough/Storrington (Mondays am); 
Bognor (Mondays pm); Worthing (first Tuesday of the 
month); Chichester (Wednesdays); Littlehampton/Rus-
tington (Thursdays)

Fares: £3 return (£2 single), Bus Pass holders and chil-
dren under 16 free

Private hire: The bus may be available for hire by local 
community groups. Contact Phil Greenwood for details: 
(07840) 128995

Full details of the timetable – see page 35

Some of the nine volunteer drivers

Chichester market is open on 
Wednesdays



Hallraisers’ Summer Event
Scent Soirée 3 - The Rose, Queen of Flowers

Back by popular demand, the fabulous Michael Donovan is returning to Amberley, to host a third Scent Soirée on:

Wednesday, 3 June, at 7pm in Amberley Church Hall
Indulge your nose, enjoy a glass 
of wine, take home a bag of sam-
ples and relish an insider’s guide 
to fragrance. Whether you’re 
searching for your signature 
summer scent or simply wish to 
experience the art of perfumery, 
this is an evening designed to 
delight.

Roses are the most popular flow-
er in the world for good reason 
and have been used to scent the 
skin since ancient times, when 
the Romans used rose water to 
refresh and perfume.

Join us at our summer Hallraisers’ 
event to celebrate ‘The Queen Of 
Flowers’ in her many forms, from 
the heady sensuality of the Turkish rose to the full-blown 
glamour of Bulgarian roses. We shall map the development 
of rose scents across the ages and learn to appreciate the 

subtle nuances that make this 
exceptional bloom one of the 
most versatile in the perfume 
panoply.

Both as a leading lady and as 
a supporting scent that brings 
out the best in others, the rose 
is without doubt the most im-
portant and celebrated single 
note available to The Master 
Perfumer.

Majestic, transporting, luxuri-
ous and elegant, she elevates 
a scent to dizzy heights of olfac-
tory perfection. 

This evening is dedicated to the 
understanding and appreciation 

of her seductive beauty in all its many forms.

Tickets are £25 each from: susan.watson10@gmail.com

Making a welcome return: Michael Donovan
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EDITORIAL Ted Hughes (1930–1998) was a 
Yorkshire-born poet, translator 
and children’s author who served 
as Poet Laureate from 1984 until 
his death. Known for his wild, na-
ture-inspired poetry, he is consid-

ered to be one of the 20th century’s most significant 
writers.  An excerpt from his poem Swifts sums up the 
joy of the birds’ return in May, with its comforting reas-
surance that the ‘globe’s still working’.   This accom-
panies Catherine Briggs’ uplifting article on page 25 
which highlights the work Cathy is leading to ensure 
that Amberley provides a hospitable environment for 
all migrating birds – with considerable success.

Fifteenth of May. Cherry blossom. The swifts

Materialise at the tip of a long scream

Of needle. ‘Look! They’re back! Look!’ And they’re gone

On a steep

Controlled scream of skid

Round the house-end and away under the cherries.  Gone.

Suddenly flickering in sky summit, three or four together,

Gnat-whisp frail, and hover-searching, and listening

For air-chills – are they too early? With a bowing

Power-thrust to left, then to right, then a flicker they

Tilt into a slide, a tremble for balance,

Then a lashing down disappearance

Behind elms.

They’ve made it again,

Which means the globe’s still working, the Creation’s

Still waking refreshed, our summer’s

Still all to come.                          From Swifts by Ted Hughes

Deadline for the June issue is

FRIDAY, MAY 15
Contributions should be sent to The Editor, 

Brooklands, East Street, Amberley, BN18 9NN 

or e-mail mike@brooklandsamberley.com

Where would we be without    
our volunteers?	
If you find yourself at a loose end, there’s always something 
to do in Amberley. You can book yourself on an uplifting gar-
den visit with SAGE. You can take a trip to Chichester or the 
coast on the Village Bus. You can enjoy a stroll to our commu-
nity-owned pub The Sportsman for a glass of wine, or drop into 
the eco hub for a sociable chat while your items are mended, 
at no cost. You can settle down for a cosy night in to read the 
latest book club choice. The options are endless. 

And if you need some help, you can contact AGNES – Amber-
ley’s community support initiative. Also think of the magnificent 
work led by the Churchwardens who have made our beauti-
ful 12th century church into a community hub, or the Gardens 
Open team, who have raised significant sums (over £13,000 in 
2024) for charities. There are also the incredible achievements 
of the Amberley Society in saving the Wildbrooks, the Black 
Horse and the North Stoke (‘Gurkha’) footbridge.

These activities (and many, many more) all have one thing in 
common: they are managed and run by volunteers, most of 
whom are retired and in their 60s, 70s and even 80s. Far from 
winding down, this dynamic group has devoted its skills, time 
and energy to making the Wildbrooks a great place to live. 

In fact, volunteering is so firmly hardwired into our village cul-
ture that everyone seems to have at least one volunteer job. 
Through their unpaid work, our volunteers act as the backbone 
of our Wildbrooks community, making it stronger, healthier and 
more vibrant. 

They help to maintain resilience in our rural environment, 
meaning we are better equipped to overcome challenges (think 
of our COVID response). The trusted networks also bind us to-
gether, helping to build a more connected and compassionate 
community, with a strong sense of responsibility towards peo-
ple, place and the environment. Without volunteering, there 
would be social isolation, a lot less to do – and generally, life 
here would be a lot less fun. The proof of the positive impact 
volunteering has is that everyone wants to move here, yet no-
one wants to leave.

This is a timely reminder: volunteering is not optional in Am-
berley; it has become essential to the enjoyment of our lives 
and our social cohesion. We must invest in it, champion it and 
ensure it thrives. So a massive thank you to all our generous 
and talented volunteers – and if you don’t currently volunteer, 
why not join a group that interests you; many are listed in the 
Parish Directory on page 40. 

Because without our vast network of volunteers, there would 
be no community – that thing that makes Amberley and the 
Wildbrooks unique. As a wise person once said: ‘volunteers 
don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless, but because 
they’re priceless.’                                                 Susan Watson

 



Independent School   Day and Boarding   Boys aged 8-18   Specialist Learning Environment 

SLINDON
COLLEGE

 KNOW THYSELF

Scan for 
Open Morning 
information 

Maximum class size of 10 

In-house therapists and specialist dyslexia teachers

Individualised curriculum pathways

Award winning pastoral provision

Broad range of enrichment activities

www.slindoncollege.co.uk 
Flexi, Part-time, Weekly boarding

Arundel   West Sussex



01798 873 337
www.labouringman.com    thelabouringman@gmail.com

 The Labouring Man      	
      is a country inn               
offering stylish rooms, 
a relaxed atmosphere,   	
  with great food and 	        	
               drink.

Our restaurant is open 
six days a week for 
lunch or dinner and 

Sundays from 12 noon 
until 4pm, with the bar 
open seven days and 

evenings per week. Our 
food is all home-cooked

		        	  The Labouring Man 				  
 Coldwaltham

 
   Whats on – May
   Mondays - Fish and Chip Night 

  10th Board Games Night

   22nd Live Music (TBC)

  31st - Quiz Night 

  

   Whats on – April

  Mondays - Fish and Chip Night

  11th - Live Music from Luke Elder

  12th - Board Games Night 

  26th - Quiz Night 
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Refuse & Recycling 
Calendar – May
Household refuse collections (Amberley/
Crossgates/Rackham, Mill Lane, High Titten, 
New Barn Road, Houghton Bridge, North 
Stoke, Rackham, Greatham and Wiggon-
holt): collections for non-recyclable waste will 
be on Tuesdays, May 5 and 19; recyclable 
(blue top bins) and garden waste (brown top bins for registered 
users) will be  collected on Tuesdays, May 12 and 26. Orange 
top bins (food recycling) will be collected every Tuesday.

For Church Street and Hog Lane: collections for mixed dry re-
cyclable waste (blue top bins) will be on Wednesdays, May 
6 and 20; garden waste (brown top bins for registered users) 
will be collected on Mondays, May 11 and 25.  Collections for 
non-recyclable waste will be on Wednesdays, May 13 and 
27. Orange top bins (food rcycling) will be collected weekly on 
Wednesdays.

LOCAL INFORMATION

Village Bus Timetable 
On Monday, Wednesday and Thursday every week (plus the first Tuesday each month), the Amberley and Slindon Village Bus 
can take you to various destinations thanks to our team of volunteer drivers. We routinely stop at a range of places in Amberley, 
but as this is a ‘hail-and-ride’ service the driver will pick up and set down at your door on request (especially useful when you are 
returning home with shopping), or anywhere else en route. The fare is a flat-rate £3 per return journey (£2 single fare). Bus Pass 
Holders, and children under 16, travel free. Wheelchair users are welcome, but always ring ahead. To arrange a pick-up from 
your home, use of the bus for other community activity, or to discuss becoming a volunteer driver, please call Phil Greenwood 
on (01798) 831 803. 										           		
The full bus timetable can also be found on the Amberley Parish Council website: www.amberley-pc.org.uk

Amenity Tip Opening Times
Billingshurst: Newbridge Road, RH14 9HZ 			 
9am-6pm (closed Thursday and Friday) 

Bognor: Shripney Road, PO22 9SX 			 
9am-6pm (closed Thursday and Friday) 

Chichester: Coach Road, Westhampnett, PO18 0NX 	
9am-6pm (closed Tuesday) 

Horsham: Hop Oast Farm Worthing Road, Horsham RH13 
0AR  							     
9am-6pm (closed Tuesday and Wednesday) 

Littlehampton: Mill Lane, Wick, BN17 7PH 	  		
9am-6pm (closed Tuesday and Wednesday). No trailers
Appointments are required at all local recycling sites. 
Bookings can be made at any time online by visiting www. 
westsussex.gov.uk/BookToRecycle or by calling (01243) 
642106. 

            Amberley and Slindon Bus timetable 2026

Monday AM Monday PM First Tuesday of the Month Wednesday Thursday
Pulborough/Storrington Bognor  Worthing Chichester  Rustington
Out Out Out Out Out 
Amberley Square 10.00 Rackham Street 12.35 Havenwood  9.15 Rackham Street 9.35 Rackham Street 9.35
Hurst Cottages 10.03 The Sportsman 12.38 (via Shellbridge Road) The Sportsman 9.38 The Sportsman 9.38
The Sportsman 10.06 Hurst Cottages 12.39 Slindon Coronation Hall  9.20 Hurst Cottages  9.39 Hurst Cottages 9.39
Rackham Street 10.10 Amberley Square 12.41 Top Road/Church Hill 9.23 Amberley Square  9.41 Amberley Square 9.41
Storrington 10.20 Bridge Inn 12.43 Houghton 9.33 Bridge Inn 9.43 Bridge Inn 9.43
Pulborough (Sainsburys) 10.40 Houghton 12.45 Bridge Inn 9.35 Houghton 9.45 Houghton 9.45

Slindon Coronation Hall  12.52 Amberley Square 9.37 Slindon Coronation Hall 9.52 Slindon Coronation Hall 9.52
Top Road/Church Hill 12.54 Hurst Cottages 9.40 Top Road/Church Hill 9.54 Top Road/Church Hill 9.54
Havenwood Park 13.01 The Sportsman 9.42 Havenwood Park 10.01 Fontwell Village 9.57
Arundel Road, Fontwell Village 13.07 Rackham Street 9.45 Arundel Road, Fontwell Village 10.04 Havenwood Park 10.00
Bognor Regis (Morrisons) 13.25 Worthing  - South Street 10.15 Chichester Market 10.18 Queens Street Arundel 10.05

Haskins Garden Centre 10.30 Chichester Cathedral 10.23 Littlehampton 10.20
Rustington (Waitrose) 10.30

Return Return Return Return Return
Pulborough 12.03 Bognor Regis (Morrisons) 15.30 Haskins Garden Centre 12.50 Chichester Cathedral 13.30 Rustington (Waitrose ) 12.15
Pulborough Tesco 12.05 Arundel Road, Fontwell Village 15.41 Worthing (Sea front, M&S)  13.05 Asrundel Road,Fontwell Village 13.45 Littlehampton 12.25
Storrington 12.25 Havenwood Park 15.46 Rackham Street  13.30 Havenwood Park 13.48 Queens Street Arundel 12.40
Rackham Street 12.35 Slindon Coronation Hall 15.52 The Sportsman 13.33 Slindon Coronation Hall 13.58 Havenwood Park 12.45

Top Road/Church Hill 15.56 Hurst Cottages 13.35 Top Road/Church Hill  14.00 Fontwell Village 12.50
Houghton 16.06 Amberley Square 13.37 Houghton 14.10 Slindon Coronation Hall 12.53
Bridge Inn 16.08 Bridge Inn 13.40 Bridge Inn 14.12 Top Road/Church Hill 12.55
Rackham Street 16.13 Houghton 13.42 Rackham Street  14.17 Houghton 13.05
Sportsman  16.17 Slindon Coronation Hall  14.00 The Sportsman  14.20 Bridge Inn 13.07
Hurst Cottages 16.18 Top Road/Church Hill 14.02 Hurst Cottages 14.21 Rackham Street 13.12
Amberley Square 16.20 (via Shellbridge Road) Amberley Square 14.23 The Sportsman 13.15

Havenwood 14.09 Hurst Cottages 13.16
Amberley Square 13.18
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LOCAL INFORMATION

Southern Trains Timetable 	  	
(from December 2025)

Monday-Friday 
From Amberley to London (Victoria except here shown): 05.55 
and then at 18 and 48 minutes past the hour until 21.48 then 23.05 
(change at Three Bridges). 
Typical journey time to London Victoria 1hr 27mins

From London Victoria to Amberley: 05:54, 06.35, and then at 05 
and 35 minutes past the hour until 22.35. 
Typical journey time from London Victoria 1hr 23mins

From Amberley to Arundel and beyond (all Bognor Regis except 
as shown): 06.42 (PH), 07.13, 07.58 and then at 28 and 58 minutes 
past the hour until 22.28 then 22.51 (P&S), 23.28, 23.53 (C). 
PH – Portsmouth Harbour; P&S – Portsmouth & Southsea; 	
C – Chichester 

Saturday
From Amberley to London: 06.29, 06.48 and then at 18 and 48 min-
utes past the hour until 21.48 then 23.04 (change at Gatwick Airport). 
Typical journey time to London Victoria 1hr 27mins

From London Victoria to Amberley: 06.05, 06.35 and then at 05 
and 35 minutes past the hour until 20.35 then 21.05, 21.35, 22.05, 
22.35. 
Typical journey time from London Victoria 1hr 23mins

From Amberley to Arundel and beyond (all Bognor Regis except 
as shown): 06.43 (PH), 07.28, 07.58 and then 28 and 58 minutes 
past the hour until 22.28 then 22.51 (P&S), 23.28, 23.53 (C). 
PH – Portsmouth Harbour; P&S – Portsmouth & Southsea; 	
C – Chichester 

Sunday
From Amberley to London Victoria: 07.58, and then at 58 minutes 
past the hour until 21.58. 
Typical journey time to London Victoria 1hr 24mins
From London Victoria to Amberley: 07.32, 08.32, 09.35 and then at 
35 minutes past the hour until 22.35.
Typical journey time from London Victoria 1hr 20mins
From Amberley to Arundel and beyond (all Bognor Regis and 
Portsmouth Harbour (divides at Barnham) except as shown): 
09.02B, 09.58PH 10.58 and then 55 minutes past the hour until 
22.56B and 23.55B. 					   
B – Bognor Regis; PH – Portsmouth Harbour. 				  
		                            Compiled by Malcolm Pheasey
			    

OPENING HOURS

= Monday & Friday 9am-1pm = Closed Wednesday

=Tuesday 1pm-4pm =Thursday 1pm-5pm

BANKING

 Banking available for all major banks ie cash 
withdrawals, paying in cash and cheques etc

FOREIGN CURRENCY

 Euros on demand. All other currencies can be 
ordered and received within 24 hours

The Post Office is now 
your local bank

No need to drive miles to your nearest branch

Use the shop to help subsidise the Post Office

 
Local Farmers’ Markets 
Storrington Community Market 			 
Village Hall, West Street           Fridays (9.45am-11.15am)

Chichester						    
East and North Streets      First and third Fridays (9am-2pm)

Ford 			    				  
Ford Airfield 		   First Saturday (7.30am-2pm) 

Steyning	  	  		   		
High Street Car Park	        First Saturday (9am-1pm)

Arundel 	  	  				  
Town Centre	                     Third Saturday (9am-1pm) 

Pulborough Village Market 				  
Village Hall                      Fourth Saturday (9am-12.30pm)

Petworth 		   		   		
Leconfield Hall and Square    Fourth Saturday (9am-1pm) 
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MAY DIVERSIONS 

 Quick crossword
Across

6. Spineless creature? (12)

8. Latent, sleeping (7)

9. Partition (5)

10. Botany Bay explorer (4)

12. Glittering decorations (6)

14. Relating to sound (5)

15. Midday nap (6)

16. Dutch colonist in South 	
      Africa (4)

19. Crucial (5)

21. Red-stalked plant (7)

22. Support with proof (12)

Down 

1. Surmount (8)

2. Big _ _ _, ex TV snooker      	
    show (5)

3. Italian basil & pine nut 
sauce (5)

4. Illicit trade (7)

5. Dumbfound (4)

6. Hesitant (10)

7. Disgraceful (10)

11. Long fluffy scarf (3)

12. Handy hint! (3)

13. Illegal passenger (8)

14. Chic (7)

17. Extensive (5)

18. Stale smelling (5)

20. Genuine (4)

       Solution: page 39

1. How old was Luke (the Nuke) Littler when he won his world darts 	
    championship? 

2. What was the name of the club in Liverpool where the Beatle 	     	
    played?  

3. What sport was conceived by pupils at Harrow School in the 19th 	
    century as a derivative of ‘rackets’?  

4. Who is Harry Webb better known as? 

5. Who was the first poet to be buried in Westminster Abbey in what 	
    is now referred to as Poet’s Corner?  

6. Who directed the 1960 horror film Psycho? 

7. The opening of the Eiffel Tower in 1889 marked centenary of what?  

8. Who played Rodney in Only Fools and Horses?  

9. What popular dish was created in Britain by Bangladeshi chefs in 	
    the late 1960s? 

10. Who circumnavigated the world in 1966-67 in Gypsy Moth IV? 

13. What popular phrase was coined to describe the British Empire?  

14. Who said “I may not be a lion, but I am a lion’s cub, and I have a 	
      lion’s heart? 

15. What did Phyllis Pearsall create and design single-handedly, 	     	
       walking 3,000 miles in the process? 

16. What do the Duke of Wellington, George Stephenson, Elizabeth 	
      Fry and Winston Churchill have in common?  

17. Which actor played Edward Lewis in Pretty Woman? 

18. Which nursery rhyme character “kissed the girls and made 		
      them cry”? 

19. Why do we call a useless or troublesome gift as a ‘white element’. 

20. What colour is the cross on the flag of Finland

21. Which Roman Goddess is also a brand of margarine? 

22. Which spirit replaces vodka to turn a Bloody Mary into a 		
      Bloody Maria? 

23. Where in Britain would you find the Sperrin Mountains? 

24. Name four Celtic languages  

25. What do Germans do with a ‘handy’? 

26. USB is an abbreviation for what? 

27. Who was Donald Duck’s girlfriend? 

28. Name the Bavarian village noted for its Passion Play, 			
      performed every tenth year.	                                             

29. Who wrote the opera Turandot?

30. The Kelvin scale is a measure of what?    Answers on page 39
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MAY CALENDAR OF EVENTS / TIDE TIMETABLE

Littlehampton Tide Timetable - May

                    TIDAL DIFFERENCE ON THE RIVER ARUN +90 MINUTES AT HOUGHTON 	

4th Monday (Bank Holiday) 		
Motorcycle Day, Amberley Museum, 	
 from 10am

5th Tuesday			    
Talk: Girls Behaving Badly – Jane 	
 Austen’s Wicked Women, The Arts  	
 Society West Sussex, Fittleworth 	
 Village Hall, 1.30pm

6th Wednesday		   
Talk: The Mayan Civilisation of 	  	
 Central America, The Arts Society 	
 South Downs, Fittleworth Village Hall, 	
 9.45am	

7th Thursday 			    
Election Day: West Sussex County 	
 Council and Horsham District Council, 	
 St Michael’s Church Hall, 7am-10pm

9th Saturday   			   
Ecohub and Repair Cafe, 	  	
 St Michael’s Church Hall,                 	
 10am-12.30pm	

10th Sunday 				  
Southern Classic Car Club 	  	
 meet, Amberley Museum, 10am

Music: Lily and Jena, The Bridge Inn,          	
 from 3pm

11th Monday				  
Quiz night,  The Sportsman, 7.30pm*

12th Tuesday 				  
Parham Parish Council Meeting, 	
 Old School, Rackham, 7.30pm

13th Wednesday 		
Film: Song, Sung Blue, Sullington 	
 Hall, Thakeham Road, Storrington, 	
 7.30pm

14th Thursday				 
Amberley Parish Council Meeting, 	
 St Michael’s Church Hall, 7.30pm

16th Saturday 			
Goodwoof, Goodwood House, 	  	
 9.30am-5pm	

Open Day, Storrington Tennis Club,  	
 10am-4pm

Homefront Weekend, Amberley        	
 Museum, from 10am

Spring Art Festival, St Mary’s 	   	
 Church, North Stoke,10.30am-4.30pm

17th Sunday 			 
Goodwoof, Goodwood House, 	  	
 9.30am-5pm	

Homefront Weekend, Amberley        	
 Museum, from 10am

Spring Industrial Trains, Amberley 	
 Museum, from 10am

Basingstoke Classic Car Club meet, 	
 Amberley Museum, from 10am

23rd Saturday     		
 Half-term activities, Amberley Mu-
seum, from 10am (until May31)

24th Sunday     		
James Bond at Amberley, 		
 Amberley Museum, from 10am

26th Tuesday 				  
Quiz night,  The Sportsman, 7.30pm*

29th Friday 				  
Guided tour of Parham House, 11am*

*Booking essential

Dates for the diary
Amberley Gardens Open       June 14 

Talk on swifts, swallows and house 
martins, St Michael’s Church Hall                                    	
			        June 26

Goodwood Festival of Speed  		
			       July 9-12

Sussex Steam Rally, Parham  		
			     July 11-12

Village Picnic, Miilennium Green		
                                              July 12

 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1st 

 
 
 

   1st 
Low    05.40 
High    12.10 
Low      17.56 

2nd 
High   00.25 
Low    06.15 
High   12.45 
Low    18.30 

3rd 
High   00.57 
Low    06.48 
High   13.16 
Low    19.04 

4th  
High   01.24 
Low    07.21 
High   13.44 
Low    19.36 

5th 
High   01.50 
Low    07.53 
High   14.13 
Low    20.10 

6th 
High   02.18 
Low    08.26 
High   14.44 
Low     20.43 

7th 

High   02.50 
Low    09.00 
High   15.20 
Low    21.22 

8th 
High   03.29 
Low    09.42 
High    16.05 
Low     22.10 

9th 
High   04.18 
Low    10.35 
High   17.07 
Low     23.14 

10th 
High   05.32 
Low    11.44 
High   18.33      

11th 
Low    00.33 
High   07.04 
Low    13.02 
High    19.43 

12th 
Low    01.48 
High   08.10 
Low    14.11 
High    20.41 

13th 
Low     02.47 
High    09.05 
Low     15.08 
High    21.32 

14th 
Low    03.36 
High   09.54 
Low    15.56 
High    22.18 

15th 

Low    04.22 
High   10.40 
Low    16.41 
High    23.02 

16th 
Low    05.06 
High   11.27 
Low    17.27 
High   23.48 

17th 
Low    05.52 
High   12.15 
Low    18.14  
 

18th 
High    00.35 
Low    06.40 
High   13.05 
Low    19.03 

19th 
High   01.22 
Low    07.29 
High   13.55 
Low    19.53 

20th 
High   02.11 
Low    08.21 
High   14.48 
Low    20.46 

21st 
High   03.03 
Low    09.14 
High   15.43 
Low    21.42 

22nd 
High    04.00 
Low     10.12 
High    16.43 
Low     22.45 

23rd 
High   05.04 
Low    11.18 
High   17.49 
Low    23.57 

24th 
High    06.14 
Low     12.30 
High    18.56 

25th 
Low    01.08 
High   07.26 
Low    13.36 
High    20.04 

26th 
Low    02.10 
High   08.33 
Low    14.34 
High   21.03 

27th 
Low    03.05 
High   09.29 
Low    15.25 
High   21.53 

28th 
Low    03.52 
High   10.17 
Low    16.11 
High   22.36 

29th 
Low    04.34 
High   11.00 
Low    16.52 
High   23.17 

30th 
Low    05.14 
High   11.40 
Low    17.31 
High   23.54 

31st 
Low    05.51 
High   12.17 
Low    18.07 
 

      


  

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AT YOUR SERVICE (LOCAL TRADESMEN AND SERVICES)

Accommodation: B&B (graded) 

Woodybanks Cottage, Amberley, lovely views 
across Wildbrooks; private sitting room, AA 
4-star silver rating 	                   01798 831295 

Accommodation: Self-catering 

The Roost at Stream Barn, Amberley, 		
Trip Advisor Certificate of Excellence. 		
(See advertisement for details)  01798 839320

Bouncy Castles etc 

Crockerz Castles, bouncy castle and obstacle 
course hire    		    01903 800048 

Catering Services 

Jane Bellinger, professional cordon bleu chef 
for functions, parties, etc           01798 839433 

Estate Agents 

GL&Co, houses for sale and to rent, free 	
valuations		    01903 742354

Jackson-Stops & Co, properties in every       
location            01903 885886 / 01243 786316

Funeral Directors 

W. Bryder & Sons, 5th generation, family run 
independent business                01798 342174

Garages, car servicing, repairs 

Turner’s Garage, Bury, Fuel, MoTs, tyres, ex-
hausts, brakes, batteries           01798 831417

Garden 

Rydon Landscapes, garden design and con-
struction           01798 872359 / 07711 663862 

We Love Plants, Nic Howard Garden Design, 
inspirational outdoor spaces     01883 744020

Hairdresser (Mobile) 
					   
Catherine Rowland, for all your hairdressing 
needs            07846 699319 / 01403 242280

Heating oil / fuel / boiler engineers 

Amberley Energy Syndicate, collective buying 
power for heating oil                 07949 512171 

M.D. Woodger, all types of domestic boiler 
maintenance and Agas 	  01730 894211 

Home / household 
				  
Dressing Rooms, curtains and hand-made soft 
furnishings                                 01903 741251 

Logs 

Andy Johnson, seasoned logs cut to size; free 
kindling with each full load           07793 500129

Painting / decorating 

Jonathan Capelin, quality interior and exterior 
decorator 	                    01798 817402

R J Elliott & Son, complete decorating and 
maintenance    01903 732363 / 07903 260048

Pest Control 

Southdowns Pest Control, everything from 
wasps to moles 01903 886125 / 07883 072988

Plumbing/Heating engineer 

Philip Jones, heating installations, powerflush-
ing specialists      01903 872811/07778 303592

Public Houses 

The Bridge Inn, Houghton Bridge 		
			    01798 831619

The Labouring Man, Coldwaltham 		
 			    01798 873337

The Sportsman Inn, Amberley 01798 831787

Retail 

Amberley Village Pottery, hand-made 	
pottery, gifts etc                        01798 831876 

Amberley Village Stores, grocery, wines, 
newspapers, Post Office            01798 831171

Schools 

Dorset House, independent day and boarding 
school for boys and girls, 4-13   01798 831456

Slindon College, independent day and board-
ing school for boys aged 8-18    01243 814320

Tea Rooms 

Amberley Tea Room, The Square, home-made 
cakes, light lunches. cream teas

Riverside South Downs, Houghton Bridge, boat 
and bike hire                                 01798 831066 

Wellbeing 

Connect Holistic Therapies, Old Forge Surgery   
and home visits                          07895 302787

Marion Scotcher, foot health practitioner home 
visits by appointment                 01798 875588 

Robert Sadler, locally-based registered 	  	
osteopath 	                   01798 874736

Storrington Physiotherapy Clinic, 	  	
Filipa Barnes & Sean Case       01903 743538

   

Crossword solution		  										          	
ACROSS: 6. Invertebrate  8. Dormant  9. Fence  10. Cook  12. Tinsel  14. Sonic  15. Siesta  16. Boer  19. Vital  21. Rhubarb  	
22. Substantiate    DOWN: 1. Overcome  2. Break  3. Pesto  4. Traffic  5. Stun  6. Indecisive  7. Deplorable  11. Boa  12. Tip  13. Stowaway  
14. Stylish  17. Broad  18. Musty  20. True

Answers to Diversions (see page 37)								      
1. 17, making him the youngest in history  2. The Cavern Club  3. Squash   4. Cliff Richard  5. Geoffrey Chaucer in 1400. His house 
was nearby and he had enjoyed royal favour during his lifetime  6. Alfred Hitchcock  7. The French Revolution  8. Nicholas Lyndhurst              
9. Chicken tikka masala  10. Sir Francis Chichester  13. The sun never sets on the British Empire (in reference to its far-reaching 
territories)  14. Elizabeth 1  15. The first A to Z map of London  16. Their images appeared on £5 notes  17. Richard Gere  18. Georgie 
Porgy  19. It was the custom of the Kings of Siam to present an elephant to individuals they did not like  20. Blue  21. Flora  22. Tequila             
23. Northern Ireland  24. Breton, Cornish, Cumbric, Gaelic, Irish, Welsh  25. Make telephone calls – it is what they call a mobile phone  
26. Universal Serial Bus   27. Daisy  28. Oberammergau  29. Puccinni  30. Temperature

To advertise in these columns, or 
elsewhere in the Wildbrooks Magazine, 

contact: mike@brooklandsamberley.com 
or call 01798 831 114
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PARISH DIRECTORY

Churchwardens:			  Amberley 	  Melanie Edge (mel.edge@me.com)........................................07973 163369

 					      	  Michael Davey (Secretary) (mpdavey@gmail.com)................07749 690024

				    Greatham	  Diana van der Klugt (dianavanderklugt@btinternet.com)............01798 875663

					      	  Robert Englehart.....................................................................01798 872502

				    Parham	 	  Valerie Myers (vmyers69@btinternet.com).............................07909 640948

 					      	  Jill Sloan (Secretary) (jill@jsloan.com)................................... 07517413481

 				    Wiggonholt	  Cathy Folwell (cathy.folwell@icloud.com).............................. 01798 872546

						       Jenny Sadler (jen@southerncranes.co.uk)............................ 01798 874613

St Mary The Virgin North Stoke (acting chair) 	  Janet Aidin (janet@aidin.co.uk).................................................01798 87253

Parish Magazine    Editor	        		                  Michael Toynbee (mike@brooklandsamberley.com)...............01798 831114

	                 Deputy Editor			    Susan Watson (susan.wildbrooks@gmail.com).......................07948 961595

Parish Magazine Distribution & Subscriptions		  Pam Keeble (pamwkeeble@gmail.com)................................. 01798 831050 

Amberley CE Primary School			    Paul Armitage............................................................................01798 83161

Amberley Church Hall Bookings			    Adrienne Greenwood (ad.greenwood@btinternet.com)..........07746 488615 

Amberley Good Neighbours Emergency Service	  Cyndy Kennett.........................................................................07745 407185 

Amberley Energy Syndicate			    Dave Cole (amberleyenergysyndicate@gmail.com).......................07949 512171

Amberley Parish Council Clerk (locum)		   Celia Price (clerk@amberley-pc.org.uk)

Amberley Parish Trust				     David Vokins............................................................................01798 839086 

Amberley Society				                   Ian Galbraith (ian@ecomis.com).............................................01798 839006

						       Jeff Feakins (feakster@aol.com).............................................01798 831538

Amberley Village Stores and Post Office		   Colin Woods............................................................................ 01798 831171 

Amberley Welfare Trust (Village Surgery)	  	  Grahame Joseph (grahamejoseph@gmail.com)....................01798 831340

Bell Ringers (Amberley) Tower Captain 		   Valerie Myers (vmyers69@btinternet.com)............................. 07909640948

Cricket Club					      Keith Dalmon.............................................................................01798 83188

Home Safety Checks				     West Sussex Fire and Rescue Service....................................03458729719

Member of Parliament				     Andrew Griffith (andrew.griffith.mp@parliament.uk)...............0207 219 4557

Millennium Green Trust		   		   Judy Agate (judy@greencaterpillar.org)....................................07525 48474

Neighbourhood Watch				     Malcolm Pheasey......................................................................01798 83904

Parham Parish Council Clerk			    Vicky Spiers (clerk@parham-pc.org.uk).................................. 01903 20894

Police 			    			    Non-emergency number..........................................................................101 

Rackham Old School Association			    Sue Bulloch............................................................................01798 872038 

Rackham School Hall Reservations		                Jennifer Hooper......................................................................01903 742695

Society of Amberley Garden Enthusiasts (SAGE) 	  Elisabeth Tooms (toomsfirth@btinternet.com)........................01798 839232

Stoolball Club					      Sandra Turner..........................................................................01243 82125

Village Bus					      Philip Greenwood...................................................................01798 831803 

Village Lunch Team Leader			    Sarah Wheeler (sarahwheeler1@live.com)............................01798 831194

 West Sussex County Councillor 			    Paul Marshall.........................................................................033 022 23841



www.thesportsmansussex.co.uk
www.facebook.com/thesportsmansussex

Five lovely B&B rooms with views over the Amberley
Wildbrooks and the South Downs

Open seven days a week 10am-10pm

FOOD - Mon-Sat 12-2pm and 6-8pm  Sunday 12-5pm

COME FOR THE VIEW
STAY FOR HOME-COOKED FOOD,

AWARD-WINNING ALES 
AND A WARM WELCOME

Rackham Road Amberley BN18 9NR   01798 831787

THE SPORTSMAN
AMBERLEY

AT

CAMRA Arun and Adur PUB OF THE YEAR 2026
Proud to be in THE GOOD BEER GUIDE 2026 
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Amberley then (remembered)	
We love it when our readers share their memories of Wild-
brooks with us and following the story from Robin Wills in 
last month’s Bystander, we were delighted to receive a fol-
low-up e-mail from Sue Bulloch.

“I was surprised and delighted 
to see the article in Bystander in 
your April issue on ice hockey.

“My father was Tommy Grace 
and I can remember Robin Wills. 
In the mid-fifties when the floods 
froze sufficiently, my two sisters 
and I, our Mum (who was also a 
good ice skater) and Dad always 
found somewhere to skate. We 
used to push an old kitchen chair 
along to help us stay on our feet! 
People looked on in amazement 
from the trains.

“My Dad played ice hockey for 
Wembley Lions, training at Brigh-
ton Tigers, and also playing for the England National team 
at the 1939 World Championships. He was an indoor speed 
skater too, holding the indoor mile record in his early days.

“I also remember playing table tennis in the hut by the 
Bridge Inn.”

Sky-high        	
innovation	
If newspaper delivery by 
drone seems too good to 
be true … that’s because it 
is. Alas, the village shop’s 
April 1 e-mail about its rev-
olutionary ‘Amberley Air 
Drop’ service was an April 
Fool’s prank (although By-
stander would like to regis-
ter a strong interest in bacon rolls by air, if anyone’s taking 
notes).

Very funny, chaps.  There’s nothing like the promise of pilot-
ing a pilotless system to get hopes soaring. Bravo to Colin 
and Lee for fooling Bystander and the rest of us at least for 
a moment, as we scanned the skies for incoming bags of 
shopping. 

The great lentil sacrifice		
Over Easter lunch, Mike Wright’s family wandered into that 
annual tradition of comparing what everyone had bravely 
‘given up’ for Lent.

Millie – one of the youngest and a lifelong, deeply commit-
ted enemy of anything resembling a pulse – piped up with 
great seriousness that she had “given up lentils for Lent”. 
She paused, clearly pleased with herself, then added, “And 
honestly, if it would make me more religious, I’d be quite 
prepared to give them up for life.”

A bold sacrifice, indeed.  We may well have witnessed the 
early career of a future female Archbishop of Canterbury – 
one taking a firm and principled stand against legumes.

A winning smile 	
Congratulations to Sue Adams, 
who wins the Clouds of Laugh-
ter unclaimed raffle prize by cor-
rectly identifying the photo in last 
month’s Bystander as Pam Kee-
ble.  Pam flew as a stewardess 
with East African Airways in her 
20s and is pictured here in her 
smart navy ‘winter’ uniform. She 
went on to have a long career 
with Pan American World Air-
ways. 

Lost in translation			 
Looking for a suitable restaurant in Belgium for an evening 
meal after visiting war graves at the Tyne Cot cemetery 
at Paschendale and then attending the daily ceremony at 
the Menim Gate, friends of Bystander sought help from AI.  
“Where is the best place in Ypres for moules,” was the ver-
bal question via Google.  Answer: “The best place for a mole 
catcher is…” Clearly, AI needs a hearing aid or instruction 
on edible saltwater bivalve molluscs.  

Tommy Grace
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INDEPENDENT PREP SCHOOL  
FOR CHILDREN FROM RECEPTION TO YEAR 8  

Daily minibus from Amberley and surrounding villages  

VISITORS WELCOME! 

FIND OUT MORE:  

01798 831456 

The Manor, Bury, RH20 1PB 


